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Hello from the Community Rail Partnership  

 

A year ago we started sending out regular communications as a way of keeping everyone updated 

with changes in timetables caused by the pandemic.  Here we are a year later on our 18th edition.   

‘Keeping You On Board’ has evolved and has become a monthly feature in our work programme. 

As of this month, you will find it on our ‘News’ section of the website, where it will continue to be 

located. 

With Easter just around the corner, it feels like spring has sprung.  Many of our stations have 

wonderful planters bursting with colour and the trees are just starting to bud.  All this is great for 

birds and insects too, especially for bees which we’ve been raising awareness of in our ‘Buzzing 

Stations’ project – more about this and what we’re planning for early June in future newsletters. 

Spring brings the beginning of new things; when everything starts to burst into life and a chance 

for a fresh start.  Let’s hope the ‘roadmap’ stage on 12th April brings renewed hope for places to 

open up and the start of people being able to travel a little more. 

We are very aware of the important role we play in promoting train travel, as per Government 

guidance, of course, for when that time comes.  We’re busy planning our ‘Reconnect with Rail’ 

campaign to help raise awareness of train travel as the way to have a ‘great day out in the Peak 

District’ without having to get in the car.  This includes refreshing our line guides for each of our 

three lines.   

One date for helping to spread the rail word is 30th June when we shall be taking part in 

Community Rail Network’s ‘Discovery Day’ campaign.  More details to follow in later newsletters. 

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org/
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For now, train travel is very much still for essential use only and our train operators have lots of 

useful information on their websites (details below). 

One piece of work I’ve been working on with members of the CRP 

is the accreditation process.  

 

Accreditation means we can proudly use the logo as we have met 

all the requirements asked of us by the DfT.  

Accreditation provides assurance to potential funders and partners, 

that the CRP operates to high standards of governance and financial propriety; adopts a collaborative 

approach; is worthy of trust by others; and is a suitable entity for receiving public funds.  

 

Government considers it a good representative of the local community.   

We’re delighted to have passed! 

Wishing you a Happy Easter,   Catherine 

 

Railway timetables  

It’s always worth checking the timetables for alterations and for works schedules.  Keep up to 

date using the following. 

For details of train times please visit Northern’s website: 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables  

Train times for other companies can be viewed at: 

https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19  

https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables  

https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption  

https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables  

 

 

 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19
https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables
https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption
https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables
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Hope Valley Capacity Scheme awarded £137 million 

No doubt you will have heard the news about the £137 million awarded to upgrade the Hope 

Valley line.  We’re absolutely delighted by this news. 

Network Rail will be looking at detailed designs and will deliver the Hope Valley Capacity Scheme. 

The scheme will create faster services between Sheffield and Manchester. It means passenger 

trains will be able to overtake slower freight trains, allowing more trains to run and increase the 

reliability of services. 

In essence, the work will be carried out to improve sections around Bamford, Jaggers Lane Bridge 

in Hathersage and Dore and Totley station will have a second platform. 

 

                      

Commenting on the scheme, Robert Largan MP for High Peak said: 

“I am absolutely delighted that the Government has listened to the people of High Peak and is 

moving forward with this £137 million investment in the Hope Valley line.  This is a really big win 

for the High Peak and the North.  This capacity upgrade investment will help deliver a more 

frequent and more reliable train service.” 
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Glossop station staff scoop awards 

Report from Neil Williams, Friends of Glossop Station 

     

‘Rizwan Haider and Saeed Mohamed two of our regular 

Gating Staff received their trophies yesterday afternoon 

for winning first place in Northern's Customer Care 

Awards for 2020.  

The awards were made by Dominic Warren- Browne 

Contract Manager for Carlisle Support Services and 

Andrew Turnbull Head of Revenue Protection for 

Northern.  

We are delighted with this deserved success’. 

 

Saeed on left in photo, then Dominic, then Andrew and 

finally Rizwan.’ 

 

 

 

 Friends of Buxton Station – a model example 

From Community Rail Network’s news 

A little piece of Buxton now sits on the main concourse of Manchester’s Piccadilly Station. A 

wonderfully engineered model of The Crescent advertises the town’s best assets to those passing 

through the UK’s third busiest railway station. 

Measuring in at an impressive 1.5m by 1.0m, the 1:150 scale model was offered by the Friends of 

Buxton Station (FoBS), working in partnership with the Buxton Crescent Heritage Trust (BCHT), who 

previously owned it. 
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The pioneering marketing idea 

was the inspiration of FoBS chair, 

Dave Carlisle who heard about the 

model possibly becoming 

available when the new Buxton 

Crescent Visitor Experience 

exhibition was being put 

together.  He loved the idea of 

folk taking the train ride south 

from Manchester to enjoy the 

town’s facilities, the renovated spa 

hotel and the Buxton Crescent 

Visitor Experience. 

 

Dave explained: “We love our home town of Buxton and have come up with lots of different ways to 

help promote it to others, particularly to rail users. Perhaps one of our most innovative promotional 

ideas has come with use of this model of The Crescent, Buxton’s undisputed architectural 

jewel.  Never has it been more important to support the town as it is now, since many local small 

independent traders struggle to recover from the damage done by covid-19 controls.” 

He continued: “We managed to do this thanks to the partnership with BCHT and Karen Hornby, 

Network Rail’s head of performance and customer relationship on the North West Route and 

Margaret Edge, Piccadilly’s station control manager.” 

Margaret Edge said: “We are really pleased to work together with FoBS on this project.” 

BCHT’s Louise Cross added: “The model was originally commissioned by the Trevor Osborne Property 

Group and CP Holdings Ltd, developers for the project to renovate The Crescent into the spa and 

hotel complex, with shops and a visitor centre. The developers donated it to the Buxton Crescent 

Heritage Trust, who in partnership with the Friends of Buxton Station, offered it to Piccadilly Station to 

highlight the rich heritage of Buxton.”    

Alongside the model, there’s a simple interpretation panel, explaining a little about its history.  Also 

there’s a couple of “make a bee-line to Buxton” travel posters featuring Kenneth Steel’s striking 1950s 

“blue waters” image and reference to FoBS’s Bilberry bumblebee support work. 

FoBS had to pay for and obtain a Licence from the National Archive held by the Science Museum to 

use Kenneth’s work. 

https://buxtoncrescentexperience.com/
https://buxtoncrescentexperience.com/
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Glossop’s gallery back on track again 

FoGS have been busy arranging their new artwork for the Waiting Room Gallery at Glossop 

station. Since opening in 2015 for local community art, over 30 artists have displayed their works.  

The new display is by FoGS member, John Kimpton, who is a keen photographer and his stunning 

images are on display for all to see. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Kimpton’s photographic exhibition 
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Wonders of Woodhead 

Exciting times lie ahead for Guide Bridge station on the Glossop line. Platform Two will host the 

newly established Woodhead Line Railway Museum situated in renovated station buildings.  

Artefacts and exhibitions will tell the story of this former famous electrified Pennine main line 

railway, once connecting Manchester and Sheffield but which closed in 1984. 

It is anticipated that the museum will open on August Bank holiday 2021. 

(For opening times visit www.wrhg.co.uk) 

 

 

 

 

Guide Bridge station 

 

 

 

http://www.wrhg.co.uk/
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And finally… 

Buxton’s brilliant bird boxes 

 

 

 

The bird boxes, generously made and donated by Sheila Stubbs get a big socially-distanced 

"thumbs-up" from FoBS’ Management Committee Members. 

The aim is to get them properly secured in some trees very close to the station ready for birds to 

make their home. Goes to show that stations are great habitats for wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 


