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“To all members of the High Peak & Hope Valley Community
Rail Partnership and its supporters”,

Introduction from the Chair of the Rail Partnership

Welcome all to the 2019 Annual Report which covers the fifteen-month period from January 2019 until March 
2020. This brings us into line with the financial year ends of Derbyshire County Council, our host organisation, 
and that of Northern Trains, our leading core-funder.

Full of ups and downs, what a fifteen months it has been for the Partnership!

The highs have included significant events such as celebrating the 125th Anniversary of passenger trains on the 
Hope Valley Line and the opening of the new platform canopy at Dore & Totley Station.

The lows have been observing the increasing operational and financial problems suffered by Arriva in keeping 
the Northern franchise going during 2019 which eventually resulted in the Government taking back the contract 
and appointing its own management team in March 2020.

Arriva’s whole-hearted support for community rail and station adoption did not waiver during this difficult time 
and I extend my thanks to Becky Styles, Raj Chandarana, Richard Isaac and Carolyn Watson for their continuing 
personal backing for High Peak & Hope Valley CRP and all its station volunteer groups.

During the period covered by this report it was also extremely pleasing for the partnership to welcome East 
Midlands Railway in August and Avanti West Coast in December as new core funding partners. Both these events 
came about from a change of franchise holder and franchise terms following bidding processes run by the Dept. 
for Transport (DfT). The involvement of both train companies will do much to raise the scope, profile and impact 
of the partnerships’ activities as well as improving our long-term financial stability.

The Dept. for Transport also introduced changes to its support structure for community rail partnerships during 
2019 by introducing an Accreditation Mark system to replace the Designated Lines Status. After a lot of hard 
work by Andrew and Alastair, with great support from Paul Webster from the Association of Community Rail 
Partnerships and the train operating companies, the all-important letter arrived from the Dept. for Transport in 
March 2020 confirming that our partnership had qualified for the Accreditation Mark.

Achieving the DfT Accreditation Mark reflects government confidence in the work of the Partnership officers and 
the station volunteers and I am very happy to report the arrival in February 2020 of Catherine Croney to work 
with Andrew on a job-share basis, meaning that the Partnership Officer post is now filled five days a week. I must 
also at this point add my thanks to Alastair, Rob and Chris at Derbyshire County Council for stepping in during 
Andrew’s enforced absence due to illness to maintain ‘business as usual’ for the Partnership.

The Hope Valley Line is well known for the two folk music trains which run each month complemented by the 
equally successful monthly events on the Glossop Line. Sadly, the Buxton Line trains which had started in May 
2018 ended in July 2019 when the chief organiser moved away and a new volunteer couldn’t be found to carry 
them on. Overall though it was another very good year for the folk trains and my thanks go to Mike, Margaret 
and Kasey for running things so well.
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Similarly, my thanks go to the excellent team of volunteers at Transpeak Walks who organise and lead an impressive 
programme of station-to-station guided walks all year round and introduce many people to the beautiful Peak 
District countryside with its amazing hilltop views and delightful dales.

The combined effect of everyone’s efforts to enhance and promote the stations and railway lines in our area is 
reflected in the increase in passenger numbers for 2018-19 recorded on all three lines in the official Office for Rail & 
Road Statistics, the Glossop Line seeing impressively strong growth of 17.5% from its three stations in Derbyshire.

Andrew has also included figures from Northern Trains for 2018-19 and 2019-20 which, sadly, show the effect of the 
beginning of the alarming drop in passenger numbers from March 2020 as the worsening of the Coronavirus 
Pandemic caused a national lockdown and restrictions on travel by public transport. It is impossible to estimate what 
the long-term effect on our local railway network is likely to be from this unexpected and tragic event.

Finally, I would like to thank all our core funding partners for their continued support for the work of the partnership 
and the opportunity to work with them in turn to help them achieve their aims. Working together we undoubtedly 
achieve more overall.

I have saved my last words to praise the creativity, hard work and enthusiasm of all the station group volunteers who 
lie at the very heart of the community rail partnership. Your work is seen and appreciated by many, and I sincerely 
hope that you continue to find it personally rewarding and enjoyable.

Please enjoy reading in this annual report about all the great things which we achieved together in 2019 and let us 
hope that 2020 also turns out to be a good year for the partnership despite all the uncertainties at the moment.

Cllr. George Wharmby

Chair, High Peak & Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership



PARTNERSHIP OFFICERS’ REPORT 5

In many ways 2019 was a year of great contrasts for the community rail Partnership.

It was wonderful to see the huge effort put in by the Hope Valley Line station friends’ groups to 
celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the first passenger train services in 1894. With funding from 
the CRP and Northern, the friends’ groups put on an impressively large programme of exhibitions, 
talks, musical events, folk trains and community activities from June until September with all the 
stations looking at their best, complete with celebratory bunting along the platforms.

It was also extremely pleasing to see the completion of the platform canopy at Dore & Totley
Station. This project had begun in 2017 as an ambition and proposal from the Friends of Dore & 
Totley Station to provide more cover for passengers waiting at the station. The CRP took their 
request for £5,000 funding for a feasibility study to Northern’s Community Rail Executive Group 
and the outcome was that Northern chose to adopt the project internally.

The CRP, the Association of Community Rail Partnerships, TransPennine Express and South 
Yorkshire PTE each contributed some kick-start funding for the project which went on to become 
a great example of working in partnership to deliver a worthwhile facility for passengers, which 
leaves the expansion of the car park to sort out next to keep up with the expanding number of 
passengers using the station!

The Peak District National Park Authority launched a very interesting Hope Valley Explorer tourism 
bus initiative during the school summer holiday period which the CRP was very pleased to support. 
The bus linked the stations and villages of Edale, Hope and Bamford with the Derwent Dams, 
Castleton and Mam Tor with the aim of encouraging visitors to use public transport to access the 
national park, rather than private cars. The initiative will run for two more years and it is hoped that 
it will become self-funding as it catches on.

Over on the Buxton Line, the friends groups continued their valuable work to keep all the stations 
looking attractive and welcoming. It was good also to see examples of them working with their 
wider communities, such as the gardens and wildlife work at Furness Vale with the school-children; 
the park bench restoration project in Buxton town centre with the Buxton Lions; and the 
“Window On The Valley” project at Whaley Bridge with High Peak Community Arts. You will read 
more about these achievements on the respective page for each station.

Sadly the Partnership lost one of its great friends and supporters when Kath Aspinwall from 
Hathersage unexpectedly passed away in the summer. She will be greatly missed for her 
enthusiasm and knowledge of the Hope Valley and the railway industry.

The Friends of Disley Station recruited some new members and began working with Disley Parish 
Council and the CRP on projects to provide colourful murals for the station building, and display 
boards showing walks around the village and to the National Trust’s Lyme Park Estate.
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At Dove Holes a small group came forward with encouragement from the Friends of Buxton 
Station to begin setting up a station friends group for their community and this means that all 
stations in the CRP area from Buxton through to Disley now have an adoption group.

A major setback for the Buxton Line occurred on 1st August when Toddbrook Reservoir, high 
up above Whaley Bridge, incurred major damage to its retaining wall after summer storms. 
1,500 residents from Whaley, Furness Vale and part of New Mills were immediately evacuated 
and the Buxton Line and the A6 trunk road were closed for several days.

After a government enquiry into the incident, funding was given to High Peak Borough Council 
to help local businesses to rebuild. Some of the money was also allocated to initiatives for 
increasing tourism to the area and this was one of the first projects which Catherine Croney got 
involved with when she was appointed in February 2020 to work alongside Andrew Walker as 
Partnership Officer on a job share basis. Catherine has great experience in tourism interpretation 
projects, community engagement, publicity and social media and is proving to be a great addition 
to the CRP by enabling us to branch out into new areas of activity.

One of the first things which Andrew and Catherine were able to do together was introducing the 
partnership’s e-newsletter “Keeping You On Board”. This launched in March 2020 just as the 
worsening CoronaVirus Pandemic led the country into lockdown and we saw an unprecedented 
near-total collapse in passenger numbers. We issued the newsletter very regularly to keep 
partnership members informed about the rail travel situation and to carry positive news of some 
station friends group projects which were able to continue unaffected by the crisis.

Finally, in late March 2020, good news arrived for the CRP in the shape of a letter from Kul Bassi
at the Dept. for Transport (DfT) confirming that we had achieved the newly-introduced DfT
Accreditation Mark for approved community rail partnerships. This was the culmination of a lot of 
hard work begun by Alastair Morley in the spring of 2019 and continued by Andrew into 2020 with 
excellent support from Chris Hegarty at Derbyshire County Council and Paul Webster at the 
Association of Community Rail Partnerships.

With this accreditation, and the very welcome addition of East Midlands Railway and Avanti West 
Coast as core-funders of the CRP in 2019, and a healthy financial reserve behind it, the CRP is 
well placed to continue supporting, promoting and expanding the achievements of its membership.

Andrew Walker, Partnership Officer
with grateful thanks to my colleagues Alastair Morley, Rob Fryer who stepped in to help whilst I 
was absent through illness and my job share partner, Catherine Croney.



MEMBERSHIP AND MEETINGS

Partnership members
The Partnership continued to receive strong support from its host body Derbyshire County Council and its core-
funders Northern Trains, CrossCountry Trains, High Peak Borough Council, Cheshire East Council and the Peak 
District National Park Authority. 2019 was a unique year for the partnership as two further core-funding 
organisations joined us as a result of the railway industry franchising process and the Dept. for Transport’s 
stipulation that new franchisees would be required to provide financial support for community rail partnership’s 
which were on their routes or connected with them. So it was a big welcome to East Midlands Railway in August 
and to Avanti West Coast in December. 

The Partnership has a strong local identity as a result of keen support from elected members of our town and 
parish councils, from all eighteen of our Station Friends Groups along the three lines, and from the volunteers 
who so skilfully organise the Manchester – Hathersage, Manchester – Glossop and Sheffield – Edale folk music 
trains plus the impressive Transpeak Walks programme of station – to – station guided walks.

Partnership meetings
Attendances at the Partnership’s quarterly meetings remained healthy throughout the period covered by this 
annual report with 30 – 35 people present each time. The regular pattern of a partnership meeting every three 
months was disrupted somewhat by Andrew’s absence due to illness but meetings were held in April at New 
Mills Town Hall, in July at Whaley Bridge Uniting Church, the November AGM at Glossop Adult Education 
Centre, and at New Mills Town Hall in March 2020 just a few days before the Coronavirus Lockdown began. At 
the November AGM, Cllr. George Wharmby from Derbyshire CC was re-elected as Chair and Cllr. Charlotte 
Farrell from the Peak District National Park Authority was elected as Vice-Chair.

New e-newsletter
Partly as an already planned initiative and partly as a practical response to the travel restrictions and public 
meeting ban imposed by the Lockdown, Andrew and new partnership officer Catherine launched an online 
newsletter called “Keeping You On Board” for the members and supporters of the partnership. This was intended 
for passing on the latest rail travel news to readers plus news and features from our station groups and the train 
companies. We published “Keeping You On Board” as frequently as every week at times to pass on the latest 
travel news and to maintain the interest of the members whilst they were asked by Northern not to work at the 
stations. A number of favourable comments we received suggest that it went down well and the travel news was 
useful to people.

7
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HP&HV CRP Finance Report: April 2019 to 31st March 2020 

Table 1: Income & Expenditure
Expenditure Income

Budget Actual Budget Actual
Salary & recruitment 
costs   *(1)

32000 36942 High Peak BC 2000 2000

Travel & Subsistence 2300 1220 Cheshire East Council 1000   1000

Mobile phone & laptop 300 16 Peak District NPA 2000  2000
Website development 2000 2138 Derbyshire CC  *(2) 0 0
ACoRP membership 150 150 Northern    *(3) 27617 27617
Room hire 150 86 CrossCountry 10486 10486

East Midlands Railway 0 4480

Avanti West Coast 0 2048
Edale car park machine 5000 0 Edale car park revenue 3000 627

Tools, equipment, small 
purchases *(5)

2000 603 Grants – ACORP for Dore & 
Totley canopy

0 2500

Printing, marketing, 
publicity, stationery, 
postage

4000 4924 Drawn down from Financial 
Reserves

27297 10403

Projects Budget:
Small projects fund 16000 9582
Dore & Totley Canopy 7500 7500

Subtotals: 71400 63161 71400 63161

Estimated Annual 
Partnership Hosting 
Costs incurred by 
Derbyshire CC but not 
charged to the 
Partnership *(2)

4000 4000 Estimated annual value of 
Derbyshire CC In Kind Support 
through hosting the 
Partnership without charge

4000 4000

Net transfer of funds from 
previous year (4)

112321 129215

Total budgeted 
expenses:

75400 67161 Total funds available: 187721 196376

Footnotes:
*(1) Based on 30 hours per week.
*(2) Derbyshire CC funding for 2018-19 = £0 in cash + estimated £4000-worth of ‘In Kind Support’ as the Hosting Body 

for the Partnership. This includes Management, Finance, Audit, Procurement, Information Technology, Human 
Relations, Payroll and Administrative Support, plus access to computer and telephone equipment.

*(3) Funding from Northern is £25,000 + RPI Increases = £27,617 for 2019/20
*(4) Part of the Partnership’s reserve amount is required to cover redundancy of the Partnership Officers. 
*(5) includes new laptops and smartphones for the Partnership Officers
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Table 2: Small Projects Fund: 2019/20 grants paid out

Manchester Folk Trains Operating costs for music trains – outstanding payment for 
2018/19

£120

Friends of Buxton Buxton Blues Train £1200
Friends of Buxton Station Adoption Activities £481
Friends of Glossop Promotional material and Interpretation for Glossop Station £265
Friends of Bamford Station Adoption Activities £400
Edale Station Friends Funding for Hope Valley Line 125 Celebrations on behalf of all 

Hope Valley stations
£1000

Transpeak Walks 2019-20 Operating Expenses for the Guided Walks Programme £1600
Edale Station Friends Poster cases £240
Friends of Hathersage Shrubs for station £400
Manchester Folk Trains Operating costs for music trains £600
Friends of Dore & Totley Poster cases £322
Friends of Chapel Landscaping around seating area £350
Friends of Buxton 6 Information boards £1206
New Mills Festival Public transport publicity £100
Pennypot Café, Edale Train times display screen and tool shed for station volunteers £800
Sheffield Folk Trains Band expenses for cancelled folk train £88
Friends of Glossop Station Event leaflets and posters for 2020 £410

Total: £9582

The financial position of the partnership is sound. The addition of £6,500 core-funding from new partners East Midlands 
Railway and Avanti West Coast late in the financial year meant that we came within £10,000 of covering our expenditure 
for the year from income and grants received. The financial reserves which accumulated from underspends in earlier 
years give the partnership the flexibility to fund larger projects where opportunities arise, as well as continuing to support 
the station friends groups through its’ Small Grants Fund which paid out £9,500 this year for the wide range of activities 
illustrated in Table 2. 
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Northern
Becky Styles took up the role of Regional Community & Sustainability Manager for Northern’s Central Region at the start 
of 2019 and became the principle contact for our CRP. Previously Becky had been a Conductor Team Manager and she 
started her new role with great enthusiasm and a good knowledge of the Buxton, Glossop and Hope Valley lines which 
was well received by our station adoption groups.

The huge operational problems after the May 2018 timetable changes and the late delivery of electrification schemes in 
the North West sadly continued to adversely affect Northern’s service reliability and punctuality into 2019. Rolling stock 
and traincrew shortages caused unplanned short-notice cancellations of services day by day which further increased 
criticism of Arriva by passengers.

Then in the summer rumours began circulating that the company was struggling financially. Political pressure started to 
build on Transport Secretary Chris Grayling to take back the franchise ‘in the public interest’ and release Arriva from its 
franchise contract. Eventually this did take place on 1st March 2020 when the Dept. for Transport appointed its own 
‘operator of last resort’ senior management team to direct the replacement fixed-fee management contract 
awarded to Arriva.

TransPennine Express
TransPennine Express (TPE) were one of the partners which the Friends of Dore & Totley Station and our CRP worked 
with in 2018 and 2019 to deliver the project which installed the much-needed canopy over part of the platform. Business 
Development Manager Graeme Meiklejohn played an important role liaising with all partners including South Yorkshire

Despite all the difficulties, investment in stations, 
new trains and new staff continued during 2019 
and everyone at Northern connected with 
community rail and station adoption continued to 
give our CRP great support.

Finally, although we understand that they will not 
often be seen on the Glossop Line, it was 
nevertheless good to see a few of the new Class 
331 electric trains undergoing trial runs and gauge 
testing at the very end of March 2020. Neil 
Williams from the Friends of Glossop Station took 
the accompanying picture from Howard Street 
leaning over the gated entrance.

New Class 331 on test at Glossop

TransPennine Express train at Edale

Passenger Transport Executive and Northern’s
estates team. Northern led the build as they 
manage the station as part of their franchise but 
TPE (and East Midlands Railway) provide key 
extra services at peak times which enhance the 
hourly service from Northern.

The official unveiling ceremony was performed on 
19th July by Dan Jarvis, Mayor of Sheffield City 
Region with Alastair attending on behalf of our CRP, 
and Chris Morgan and colleagues on behalf of the 
Friends of Dore & Totley Station. 
(See Page 23 for photos of the ceremony.)
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East Midlands Railway
Abellio took over the East Midlands franchise from previous holder Stagecoach and in August they launched the new 
franchise under the “East Midlands Railway” brand name (EMR).

East Midlands Railway became a core funder of High Peak & Hope Valley CRP under the terms of the new franchise and 
in addition, various grant funds became available to the CRP and our station adopters which are very welcome. 
Community Engagement Manager Donna Adams transferred to EMR and High Peak & Hope Valley CRP are pleased to 
be working more closely with Donna and her colleagues.

Early in 2020 Alexa Stott was appointed to EMR’s newly-created role of Community Ambassador for our area. Alexa and 
Donna are key contacts for Alastair in his regular Derwent Valley Line CRP role, so they both already have some 
awareness through him of High Peak & Hope Valley CRP which is a great start for all of us.

The Sheffield connection between the Hope Valley Line and EMR’s Midland Mainline services is an obvious opportunity 
for joint promotional work and it would be great to get some “The Peak District Is On Your Doorstep” banner displays and 
CRP noticeboards put up at the station.

EMR’s Liverpool – Norwich service runs via the Hope Valley Line on the Sheffield – Stockport - Manchester section of its 
route. Some of its early, late and peak hour trains call at Hope Valley stations, particularly Dore & Totley, and supplement 
the Northern Trains timetable.

In the franchise deal however, the Dept. for Transport has specified that the Liverpool – Norwich service will be split at 
Nottingham with the Liverpool – Nottingham section being transferred in December 2021 to another operator. It is 
expected therefore that EMR’s Class 158 diesel trains will continue to operate the service through the Hope Valley until 
the end of this commitment, rather than us seeing any of the new trains ordered by Abellio for other parts of the 
franchise.

East Midlands train at Edale Signal Box.
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CrossCountry Trains
The partnership would like to thank Stakeholder Liaison Manager Jody Ball for her help with the DfT Accreditation 
process and we also welcomed her new colleague David Jones to our March 2020 partnership meeting at New Mills.
One of the projects discussed at the meeting was practical and financial support for the Peak District National Park 
Authority’s “Hope Valley Explorer” tourist bus service. David was willing to offer a grant to the Park from 
CrossCountry’s Community Engagement Fund which is aimed at supporting this kind of project even though 
CrossCountry’s services do not run through the Peak Park.

This is another instance of our CRP being blessed with 
connectionsto other train operating companies through our three 
Peak District lines linking with others at Manchester, Stockport 
and Sheffield.

[Post-Report Note: Sadly, the Hope Valley Explorer bus was not 
able to run in the summer of 2020 due to the Coronavirus 
Pandemic]

Avanti West Coast
In August 2019 the Government announced that a joint venture bid by First Group and Trenitalia had won the new 
franchise for the West Coast Mainline. The new franchise was launched on 8th December under the brand name 
“Avanti West Coast”.

The significance of this to the High Peak & Hope Valley 
Community Rail Partnership is that under the terms of 
the franchise deal, Avanti would provide core funding 
and practical support to both High Peak & Hope Valley 
and South East Manchester CRPs because of our lines 
linking with Avanti at Stockport and Manchester 
Piccadilly.

Andrew went to a pre-franchise launch event in October 
to begin establishing a relationship with Avanti’s 
stakeholder liaison team. [Post-Report Note: In June 
2020 Charlie French was appointed to be Regional 
Growth Manager for the Manchester area and has 
therefore become our first point of contact to discuss and 
work on mutually beneficial community rail projects with Avanti.]

Network Rail
Network Rail continued to develop the Hope Valley Route Capacity Improvement Scheme. This is much needed as in 
part it will help improve the punctuality of many trains passing through Dore Junction on the Hope Valley Line and the 
Midland Mainline.

Cross Country Trains HST

Avanti West Coast - fundraisers at Stockport

The platforms at Grindleford have been extended

The latest timescale for the project is construction work in 2022 to be 
completed by May 2023 and then a major recasting of timetables in 
December 2023 which will take full advantage of all the elements 
making up the scheme. These include double-tracking the junction at 
Dore; a new platform at Dore & Totley Station for Manchester-bound 
passengers; a new loop track between Bamford and Hathersage for
trains towards Sheffield; some minor line speed and signalling 
improvements; and not least, the creation of an extra path each hour 
for a third fast train between Sheffield and Manchester (with the 
slower all-stations stopping service provided by Northern continuing 
as before).

A different project in the Hope Valley which took place in 2019 and 
2020 was the extension of the platforms at Grindleford, Hathersage
and Hope. This was at the request of Northern and was necessary to 
allow them to be able to operate their new Class 195 diesel trains 
which are longer than the Pacer trains which they are replacing and 
also to permit operation of 4-car trains of the older Class 150 and 
156 units.
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Line patronage figures for 2018-19
Source: Office for Rail & Road (ORR) National Statistics

Buxton Line
All stations in the CRP area from Buxton to Disley showed strong growth in the official Office for Rail & Road statistics 
for April 2018 to March 2019. An extra 79,500 journeys across the seven stations equated to an 8.3% increase 
compared to 2017-18 and took the total number of journeys through the 1 million ceiling for the first time. 
Particularly pleasing was the dramatic rise in numbers using New Mills Newtown which shot up from 195,000 well 
beyond the 200k mark to hit 232,000 which represents an extra 37,000 journeys, a 19% increase. 
After being in the doldrums for a couple of years following the arson attack in 2016 it is a relief to see passengers 
returning in good numbers to use the station. Also doing very well was Disley which had reached the 200k mark in 
2017-18 and then kicked on to reach 214,000 in 2018-19, a solid 7% increase for the year. 
Note also the healthy 10% rise at Chapel-en-le-Frith. An extra 6,000 journeys were recorded taking the annual figure 
to 67,000 in 2018-19 which is very pleasing considering that the 2014-15 figure was below 50k at only 46,000.

Glossop Line
A thoroughly impressive year for the three Derbyshire stations within the CRP area with Glossop, Hadfield and Dinting 
adding 252,000 passengers between them during 2018-19, a 17.5% increase on the previous year, taking their 
combined figures up to 1.686 million journeys. Glossop on its own smashed through the 1 million mark for the first time 
to reach 1.114 million and consolidate its position as Derbyshire’s third busiest station behind Derby and Chesterfield. 
And Hadfield can also celebrate as it hit the 400k mark for the first time. 

Hope Valley Line
Compared to the Buxton and Glossop lines, the Hope Valley had a more modest year. Our eight stations added a net 
37,000 journeys (4.5%) to the previous year’s figure which gave us a total of 866,000 for 2018-19. Grindleford and 
New Mills Central each recorded small drops of 4,000 passengers. At New Mills it is possible that there was some 
transfer of passengers to Newtown Station as the improved half-hourly timetable for the Buxton Line was introduced 
during the period the 2018-19 figures cover (i.e. in May 2018) and the Newtown figures rose by 19%.More positively, 
Chinley, Edale, Hope, Bamford and Hathersage all put on good increases over the previous year in percentage terms 
and Dore & Totley added 20,000 journeys (11.4%) to get within 1,000 of the 200k mark. Put the champagne on ice 
ready for next year.

Line patronage figures for 2019-20
Source: Northern Trains Ltd
The ORR Annual Statistics for 2019-20 had not been released when this Annual Report was written.
However, in an attempt to provide more recent figures than 2018-19 for our stations, here are figures from Northern 
Trains for the period April 2018 to March 2020.The figures are lower than might be expected for two reasons. If you 
compare Northern’s figures for 2018-19 to the ORR figures for 2018-19 you will see that Northern’s are around 25% 
lower. This is because the ORR figures come from a wider range of revenue sources. The second reason for the lower 
than expected figures is of course the outbreak of the Coronavirus Pandemic in early 2020. The national lockdown on 
travel severely hit the railway network in March and the beginning of the devastating drop in passenger numbers is 
part of the reason why several of our stations on the Buxton and Glossop lines failed to show growth which might 
otherwise have been expected. Additionally, the Buxton Line lost several days passengers and revenue in August 
when the Toddbrook Reservoir Emergency forced the closure of the line on safety grounds. Remarkably, the Hope 
Valley Line stations all still managed to put on growth according to Northern’s figures, despite the effects of the start of 
the pandemic, with Bamford doing notably well and Edale rising by 6.5% to be within 5,000 of the 100k mark. (The 
ORR figures may show it passed 100k when they are finally released.) Although the Northern figures should not be 
directly compared to the ORR figures, comparison of their 2018-19 to 2019-20 figures does at least show the trend and 
the start of the effects of the Coronavirus Pandemic.
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Buxton Line 
Station Name

2018-19 
Entries & 

Exits

2017-18 
Entries & 

Exits

Numerical 
Change

% 
Change

Buxton
345,596 331,778 13,818 

4.2%

Dove Holes
6,024 4,664 1,360 

29.2%

Chapel-En-Le-
Frith 67,196 60,900 6,296 

10.3%

Whaley Bridge
142,138 136,538 5,600 

4.1%

Furness Vale
26,526 25,510 1,016 

4.0%

New Mills 
Newtown 232,154 194,826 37,328 

19.2%

Disley
214,134 200,070 14,064 

7.0%

1,033,768 954,286 79,482 8.30%

Glossop Line 
Station Name

2018-19 
Entries & 

Exits

2017-18 
Entries & 

Exits

Numerical 
Change

% 
Change

Glossop
1,114,454 932,966 181,488 

19.5%

Dinting
171,004 147,734 23,270 

15.8%

Hadfield
400,912 353,794 47,118 

13.3%

1,686,370 1,434,494 251,876 17.55%

Hope Valley 
Line Station 

Name

2018-19 
Entries & 

Exits

2017-18 
Entries & 

Exits

Numerical 
Change

% 
Change

Dore & Totley
198,948 178,580 

20,368 11.4%

Grindleford
58,616 62,708 

- 4,092 -6.5%

Hathersage
68,642 60,040 

8,602 14.3%

Bamford
34,526 31,654 

2,872 9.1%

Hope
68,820 67,142 

1,678 2.5%

Edale
93,860 89,322 

4,538 5.1%

Chinley
128,602 120,686 

7,916 6.6%

New Mills 
Central 213,872 218,786 

- 4,914 -2.2%

865,886 828,918 36,968 4.50%

Annual patronage at our CRP stations –

Northern Trains figures

Buxton Line
2019 - 20 

(1/4 - 31/3)
2018 - 19 

(1/4 - 31/3)
% 

change
BUXTON 298,615 307,698 -2.9
DOVE HOLES 3,889 4,480 -13.2
CHAPEL EN LE 
FRITH 51,652 51,396 0.5
WHALEY BRiDGE 96,579 92,786 4.1
FURNESS VALE 19,005 18,903 0.5
NEW MILLS 
NEWTOWN 173,940 190,177 -8.5
DISLEY 187,463 200,692 -6.6

831,143 866,132 -4.0
Source: 

Northern 
Trains

Glossop Line
2019 - 20 

(1/4 - 31/3)
2018 – 19

(1/4 - 31/3)
% 

change
GLOSSOP 872,270 863,840 1.0
HADFIELD 257,722 263,109 -2.1
DINTING 134,871 141,369 -4.6

1,264,863 1,268,318 0.0
Source: 

Northern 
Trains

Hope Valley Line
2019 - 20 

(1/4 - 31/3)
2018 - 19 

(1/4 - 31/3)
% 

change

DORE & TOTLEY 196,100 178,993 9.6
GRINDLEFORD 61,543 56,381 9.2
HATHERSAGE 68,087 65,009 4.7
BAMFORD 41,532 32,614 27.3
HOPE 71,572 65,022 10.0
EDALE 94,562 88,791 6.5
CHINLEY 123,760 118,283 4.6
NEW MILLS 
CENTRAL 218,088 217,435 0.3 

875,244 822,528 6.4 

Source: 
Northern 

Trains

Source: Office for Rail & Road National Statistics 



FOLK TRAINS

The popular year-round programme of live music folk trains on the Hope Valley and Glossop Lines have run 
successfully for many years thanks to the dedication and hard work of the volunteer organisers of the events.

The enthusiasm of the bands to take part, and of folk music lovers to come along and join in, is well reflected in the 
number of repeat bookings for the bands and the number of familiar faces in the audience.

Good music and good company on the train and then at the 
public house venue before the return journey are 
always a happy combination for a 
good night out – and the beer as 
well, no doubt!

Sheffield to Edale folk trains in 2019  Bands Numbers 
attending

22/01/19 Dogwood Rose 77
26/02/19 jack's Rake 184
26/03/19 Crazy Heart 65
23/04/19 Yorkshire Teabags 

Skiffle Band
55

28/05/19 Tuos 71
25/06/19 Sheffield City Morris 85
23/07/19 Feet First 66
27/08/19 Treebeard 81
24/09/19 Dogwood Rose 65
22/10/19 Jig For a Kiss 48
26/11/19 Cocklebread 80
17/12/19 Jack's Rake 92

Average 81
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Jacks Rake band on train



FOLK TRAINS

In 2019 and the first three months of 2020 49 folk trains were run in total; 14 on the Glossop Line; 14 on the Hope 
Valley Line from Sheffield to Edale; 15 from Manchester to Hathersage; and 6 on the Buxton Line.

Sadly, the Buxton Blues Trains programme ended in July 2019 when the principle organiser moved away from 
Buxton but there were happy memories of the 13 rhythmn n’ blues trains which had run on the line since its launch 
in May 2018.

The only events which met with major problems were both unfortunately on the Sheffield to Edale run when a 
faulty train in November caused the cancellation of the service. Then in February 2020 the weather was so 
appalling, along with the added uncertainty that the return train would run at all, that the decision was taken not to 
catch the train. On both occasions, quick thinking by the organisers saw impromptu jamming sessions take place 
for the audience in the Sheffield Tap on Platform 1 which was much appreciated and saved the day.

The Rail Partnership would like to thank The Ramblers at Edale, the Little John Hotel at Hathersage and the 
Labour Club in Glossop who continue to be the host venues for the folk train bands and audience. 
Most importantly, our thanks go to the volunteer organisers of the events whose tireless work provides so much 
enjoyment for so many people, as the comments below suggest.
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“Brilliant – come every month and love it”

“Lovely night, brill band, great people”

“Very busy, great crowd, sold lots of beer”

“Nice full turnout and many new faces” 

Cocklebread band on the train

Band in the pub



TRANSPEAK WALKS 17

2019-20 was another highly successful year for the carefully researched guided walks programme led with enthusiasm 
by the volunteers from Transpeak Walks. During the fifteen-month period covered by this report, a total of 31 walks took 
place originating from a variety of stations on each of the three lines in the rail partnership area – 8 on the Buxton Line; 
9 on the Glossop Line; and 14 on the Hope Valley Line. Typical attendances were 20-25 walkers each time, making 
each event an enjoyable social occasion and a chance to see some of the fine views and natural history which the 
Peak District has to offer, as the accompanying photographs show. Many thanks go to Be Well, Glossop for dealing 
with enquiries and taking the bookings for the events, and to the walk leaders and organising team at Transpeak Walks 
for putting on such a varied programme which caters for a wide range of abilities and interests.



ACoRP AWARDS 18

The 2019 Community Rail Awards hosted by the 
Association of Community Rail Partnerships took 
place in Telford this year. This annual gathering of 
all the 60+ community rail partnerships from 
around the country is a fabulous showcase for lots 
of great ideas and successful projects judged in 
fifteen categories and sponsored by the Dept. for 
Transport and most of the train companies.

Three of our station friends’ groups were delighted 
to be shortlisted in various categories, as follows:

Friends of Buxton Station – for their “Stationary 
Reflections” project in the “Involving Diverse 
Groups” category.

Friends of Buxton Station – for their 
“Collaborative Community Project with Buxton 
Lions” in the “Small Projects Under £500” 
category.

and in the “It’s Your Station Category”:

Friends of Grindleford Station – entered the 
awards ceremony for the first time and were 
delighted to receive a very well-deserved Silver 
Certificate for their station improvement and 
community engagement projects.

Friends of Buxton Station – were awarded the 
ultimatum Platinum Certificate for the wide range 
and quality of their community rail achievements 
this year.

Friends of Glossop Station – were also awarded 
the ultimate Platinum Certificate for their 
considerable community rail achievements this 
year.

Hearty congratulations to everyone involved 
and we trust you had a great night at the 
awards event!



HOPE VALLEY LINE 125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 19

With generous funding from Northern Rail and the High Peak & Hope Valley Community 
Rail Partnership, the station groups set about planning an ambitious programme of events 
and a wide range of activities between June and September 2019. The images on these 
pages attempt to capture the flavour of the celebrations which were thoroughly enjoyed by 
the many people in the valley who organised them and by the many visitors who came 
along to take part in them.”

“2019 marked the 125th Anniversary of passenger train 
services in the Hope Valley after the line had been opened for 
goods trains in October 1893. The first passenger train, on 
25th June 1894, took a group of schoolchildren from 
Hathersage to Edale amongst its many other passengers.  
The Hope Valley Friends of Stations Groups, at a meeting in 
November 2018, agreed that they would hold a sequence of 
events along the Hope Valley in celebration of this significant 
achievement which made access to the valley’s communities 
easy and affordable from that historic day in 1894. 
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Bamford Station 1902 

Grindleford Station 1920’s 
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“On 25th June 2019, Hathersage Primary School children from 
Year 5 re-enacted the original journey by children in 1894 
to visit Edale. They were accompanied by a brass band up the 
road from the station to join with Edale schoolchildren for 
a joint art session.” 

“The Friends of Dore & Totley Station held their ‘Over and 

Under’ Walk on Saturday 29th June from Dore Station to 

Grindleford Station via Totley Moor above the famous Totley

Tunnel. They had about 30 participants and more were put off 

by the very hot weather.

A second walk, delivered jointly with the Time Travellers 

archaeology group from Dore took place on 18th September 

including a visit to Padley Chapel, returning by train.” 

Dore & Totley Station bunting
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Success! July 19th 2019 marked the culmination of a longterm ambition for the Friends of Dore & Totley Station 
because this was the date that a new canopy over the single platform at the station was officially opened by the 
Sheffield City Region Mayor, Dan Jarvis.

In 2017 the friends group had picked up feedback 
from regular passengers about the near total lack 
of protection from bad weather. Only a tiny, gloomy 
brick shelter was previously available. However, 
with help from the community rail partnership, they 
made a case to Northern to improve upon this 
and it was taken on as a project by Northern’s
property team.

As the photograph of the commemorative plaque 
shows, the project was a great example of multiple 
partners working together for the benefit of the 
passengers, station and community with everyone 
listed contributing funding and strong support for the 
new facility.

The saw-tooth edged frieze along the front of the canopy and the heritage-style LED lamps beneath it pay tribute to 
the longevity and history of the station which was opened in 1872 by the Midland Railway.
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The coffee van. A welcome sight 
for sleepy-eyed commuters since 
December.

More facilities for Dore & Totley. 
An Amazon parcel locker was 
installed in June 2019 with the 
identifying code name “Peak” and 
in March 2020 a defibrillator unit 
was provided by Northern, 
supported by funding from South 
Yorkshire Passenger Transport 
Executive, TransPennine Express 
and the station friends group. 

Spreading the word about the 
beautiful Hope Valley Line at 
Sheffield Station, May 2019, 
Community Rail In The City
event. 
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Grindleford Station
Contractors working on extending the platforms gave 
the friends group additional stone for the flower and 
herb bed outside Platform 2. Peak Park Conservation 
volunteers gave compost and their labour to build up 
the wall which created a greater depth of soil for 
planting. Bulbs were planted to brighten the garden in 
spring. The children at Grindleford School created bug 
hotels and provided some of the plants for the garden 
areas. Grindleford Rainbows made decorations for the 
station at Christmas.

History boards about the station and village were
researched and put up at the station and the friends 
continued to work with the National Trust Longshaw
Estate to produce walk information which includes 
promoting rail travel to the station.

Hathersage Station
The platform planters flourished in 2019 and the friends 
group received many favourable comments about them. 
For the Hope Valley 125 Celebrations the group 
recreated the first ever passenger journey of 1894 with 
the local schoolchildren travelling to Edale for a day out. 
A colourful town map and a historical timeline display 
were researched and installed by the station entrance.

A software upgrade for the ticket vending machine was 
carried out by Northern and made it quicker to use. 

The group still wish to have access to the banking 
alongside the path up to the platform and discussed this 
with Richard Isaac at Northern. 

Hathersage Parish Council held a meeting with Northern 
to discuss the station car park, the policy to charge and 
the embarrassing lack of use because of charging.

Bamford Station
The friends group sought to gain Network Rail’s 
permission to develop a small piece of land by the 
driveway entrance into a flowerbed with the station 
name laid out in white-painted stone as used to be 
traditional railway practice.

The groups participation in the Hope Valley Line 125 
Celebration events included researching and putting up 
a display of old station photos and artwork plus a well 
dressing display put up in the village which featured the 
railway station.

Northern refurbished the waiting shelters with new roof 
panels, light fittings and a repaint. CCTV cameras were 
also installed in a welcome move to increase passenger 
safety and improve the overall standard of facilities at 
the station.
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Hope Station
The group invited local schoolchildren to get involved 
with activities at the station by creating artwork featuring 
landmarks in the village such as the college, the garage, 
the cement works and St Peters Church. At Christmas 
time the children’s decorations adorned the station too.

The garden planters on the platforms flourished 
throughout the year, and bug hotels and wildflower 
planting were also planned for the benefit of wildlife.

Carbolite Ltd. cleared their piece of land behind the 
Manchester platform and have told the friends group that 
they intend to put in hedges and planting to make the 
area more attractive and to support wildlife.

The waiting shelters at the station were refurbished with 
new roof panels, a new lighting system and a repaint. 
CCTV was also installed around the station at the same 
time.
The friends group website address is: www.fogs.website

Edale Station
The large panoramic photos of the hills visible around the 
station were installed by the friends group during the 
spring with key features of the landscape named on the 
displays.

A good relationship was established with the new owners 
of the Pennypot Café who are keen to promote the 
station and attract rail passengers to Edale. The CRP 
paid for a digital train times display which was mounted 
on top of a chiller cabinet so that it was visible to 
customers and to passers-by.

The Hope Valley 125th Anniversay events did a lot to 
promote the line during the summer and bring people into 
Edale. Northern kindly provided funding for a trip to Edale
for a group of asylum seekers. The ‘Be Kinder’ promotion 
of countryside access was well received by ramblers and 
visitors using the station.

The friends’ group would like to see stone-built waiting 
rooms replace the waiting shelters at Edale and the 
designs of two which were recently built on the Settle & 
Carlisle Line were forwarded to Northern for comment.

The failure of the platform and car park lights had been a 
significant problem over the winter of 2018-19 but was 
finally resolved in March by Northern/Network Rail.

The friends group Facebook page address is:
www.facebook.com/Edale-Station-Friends-
471852006682732

http://www.fogs.website/
http://www.facebook.com/Edale-Station-Friends-471852006682732
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Chinley Station
The ‘Access for All’ bid in 2018 for funding to resolve the access issues at the station had been unsuccessful but a new 
opportunity arose in 2019 for a bid to the Mid-Tier Funding Programme which Ruth George MP encouraged Northern to 
support. Sadly, this did not make it through to the approved list. The modest footfall at Chinley (128,000 p.a.) compared to 
other larger stations competing for the same funding and Network Rail’s view that a scheme for Chinley would exceed the 
upper funding limit for this programme were undoubtedly major factors in this decision. Requests for a ‘Harrington Hump’ to 
raise the height of a section of the Manchester platform were made to Northern and Network Rail because the Class 150 
trains in particular present a big step between the carriage floor and the platform because of the tilting effect from the 
curved track through the station.

Masts for CCTV cameras were installed but frustratingly, the cameras themselves had not been fitted by the end of the 
year. The Transport Group website address is: www.chinleybuxworthtg.co.uk

New Mills Central Station
The Town Council, the Heritage Centre and the Walkers 
Welcome group continue to actively promote tourism to 
New Mills by rail. The town will benefit from some of the 
government money given to High Peak Borough Council 
following the Toddbrook Reservoir emergency in the 
summer of 2019. This will be used to rebuild and further 
develop tourism in the area.
The CRP awarded a grant of £100 to the New Mills 
Festival organisers to help them promote the public 
transport message to people intending to come to the 
festival, especially the very popular Lantern Parade 
which took place on 28th September.

The issue of the lack of a bus service 
from Chinley to Chapel-en-le-Frith was 
raised by Chinley & Buxworth
Transport Group with the County 
Council. A circular service linking 
Chinley, Chapel and Whaley Bridge 
was suggested by the group. It was 
noted High Peak Buses would need 
funding to do this but it was unlikely to 
be available from the already-stretched 
public transport budget at County Hall.

Problems with rainwater accumulating 
on the waiting shelter floor and serious 
damage to one of the shelter doors 
were just some of the issues with 
station facilities which took a while to 
resolve by Northern and Network Rail.

http://www.chinleybuxworthtg.co.uk/
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Village map and walking guide

A project began in 2019 to improve the visible 
information and signage at the station to the 
various parts of the village, its tourism features 
and the various walking routes to the nearby 
National Trust estate and house at Lyme Park. 
Fingerposts are already present at the exits from 
Disley Station to set people off in the right 
direction towards Lyme Park and the village 
centre:

However, there isn’t a comprehensive map at the 
station for visitors to get an impression of where 
things are located or how to get to them; and there 
no way markers en route to confirm you are still 
on the right path. Way markers would be 
particularly helpful for confirming the various 
walking route options to reach Lyme Park. 
Discussions with Lyme Park, the Parish Council 
and the station friends group generated a lot of 
information and ideas for producing a village map 
and walking guide in the form of an interpretation 
panel to be put up at the station, way marker 
symbols for the key walking routes, and a digital 
and printed walks leaflet.

Activities at the station

• The Friends Group relaunched themselves with a 
new constitution, website and Facebook page.

• The village won a Little Gem Award for the 
Memorial Garden near the station and Best Kept 
Village in the 2019 Cheshire Best Kept Village 
Competition.

• The rail partnership paid for three new community 
noticeboards.

• New flowers were provided by the station friends 
for the planters along the platform.

• Two- and four-car stop signs were requested from 
Northern to help reduce boarding times.

• Use of the Ticket Vending Machine is affected by it 
facing the sun most of the day. A solution was        
requested.

• Issues such as the waiting shelter leaking, potholes 
in the driveway and the need for a general repaint   
of the station were reported to Northern.

Lyme Park
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The big news at New Mills Newtown Station this past year has been the attention it has received from Northern and 
Network Rail’s property teams. Northern refurbished the ticket office and all the Customer Information Screens around 
the station are being replaced with new ones. Some of them had not worked since the arson attack in 2016. As the 
photographs show, the station footbridge has been refurbished, and potholes and lighting issues in the car park have 
been attended to. The whole station environment is now looking rather better than it has done for a few years.

The historic Grade II Listed footbridge connecting the 
platforms was refurbished early in 2020 and repainted 
in green and white heritage colours by Network Rail 
with new anti-slip surfacing material incorporated to 
keep passengers safe. The footbridge is the original 
one built for the station in 1863 by the London & North 
Western Railway.

The potholes and generally worn out surface of the car 
park was repaired in late in 2019 with a fresh tarmac 
coating applied and newly painted lines to mark out the 
parking bays. The replacement of the temporary car 
park lighting was also delivered around the same time.

A development planned for late 2020 will be the 
provision of additional travel and tourism 
information at the station as part of a joint project 
between High Peak Borough Council, Northern and the 
community rail partnership. The information will include 
clear directions to the Millenium Walkway and the 
Sett Valley Trail from the station to enhance the initial 
information passengers see as they get off the train.

29
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The garden and landscaped areas behind the Manchester platform were very well looked after by the friends group, as 
is usual at Furness Vale. Ongoing plans include how to develop the planting further to be even more attractive to 
wildlife, e.g. through the provision of bug hotels.

Whaley Bridge, September 2019 
Saw the unveiling of a unique piece 
of glass artwork at the station by the 
Mayor of the High Peak, Cllr Ed Kelly, 
and the Vice Chair of Derbyshire 
County Council, Cllr Judith Twigg.

Early in 2020 Northern were able to deliver a long-held ambition of the town council to reline 
the station car park. This clearly re-established the reserved walking route across the 
cobblestone parking area and its smooth surface is much better for wheelchairs, pushchairs 
and wheeled luggage.

The station friends group’s ambitions 
for 2020 include:-
• Working with Northern to repair/replace the fencing behind the Manchester 

platform, clean up the overgrown land which impacts on the public footpath 
below the platform retaining wall and replace it with some easily maintained 
landscaping.

• Adding a wildflower garden to the area where the glass artwork is situated.
• Working with Northern to provide some sort of screening at the north end of 

the Manchester platform to block off unsightly views of derelict cars and 
other material on the adjacent private land.

• To seek a resolution from Northern to the problem of the deteriorating 
condition of the decorative roof fascia boards. 

A very attractive vinyl banner featuring a 
train with people and animals aboard was 
produced in conjunction with the primary 
school children to welcome visitors to the 
station and village.

The artwork is called “Our Window On 
The Valley” and features etched 
drawings, poems and comments from 
local people about life in the Whaley 
Bridge area. Creation of the artwork 
was led by Alison Bowry from High 
Peak Community Arts.
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Dove Holes

Although Dove Holes is only a small village, some new houses have been built very recently which may be part of the 
reason why the number of passengers shown using the station in the 2018-19 official statistics showed a healthy 
increase from 4,600 to 6,000. Only small numbers relatively speaking but encouraging all the same.

Late in 2019 some people living in Dove Holes contacted the Friends of Buxton Station, inspired by the work which 
the group was doing for Buxton, and asked how they might start a station adoption group for their village station. An 
appeal went out in the local newspaper which attracted the interest of more people. With support from Northern, 
Friends of Buxton Station and the community rail partnership, they have been encouraged to form a group and we 
look forward to hearing their ideas and getting active later in 2020.
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Chapel en le Frith

As an enhancement to the previous year’s project which 
created a peaceful seating area – the bench with a view –
the friends group laid turf in the space between the car park 
and the footpath to the bench. This provided a really 
attractive finish to the area and the group received praise 
for their work from station users. And similarly, there were 
appreciative comments for the group about the colourful 
hanging baskets which adorn the station platforms.

A new waiting shelter was installed by Northern on the 
Manchester platform but hasn’t proved popular with 
passengers. Firstly, it is open fronted whereas the old one 
was partially screened and secondly, the shelter design 
includes some large gaps between panels which let in the 
wind and rain.

The group attended the model railway show in Chapel in 
February 2019 and the town carnival in May. However, 
hopes of resuming the Santa Train event last run in 2018 
were thwarted by changes to the rolling stock diagrams and 
concerns about the reliability of service delivery on the line 
during an ongoing period of operating difficulties for 
Northern.

Plans for 2020 are a mixture of ongoing maintenance of the 
lawns and flowerbeds around the station plus a larger scale 
project to address the neglected area of ground between 
the station building and the level crossing. This will include 
the making of paths through the area to improve access 
from the car park round to the crossing and the Manchester 
platform. Then planting of wildflowers, shrubs and ground 
cover vegetation will follow to create an area attractive to 
wildlife which enhances the station grounds.
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10 years Anniversary

Automatic Doors

The Friends joined in the town’s Flowerpot Trail 
event with this colourful Flowerpot Train display 
in the Japanese Rock Garden at the station. 
Followers of the trail around the town thus had the 
opportunity to come to the station and see all the 
public artwork on display around the site. 
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Matt Copper, the community artist who 
came up with this striking design, suffers 
from autism and anxiety issues. He made 
the original image using iPad Pro and the 
Friends had it printed onto a sheet of 
metal. 
It has been placed within the archway of 
the former entrance to Platform One on 
Palace Road and very effectively 
represents a steam engine bursting out of 
a tunnel.

The friends group commissioned a special piece of 
artwork from designer Sarah Brindley and her 
artistic team from Moore Care, individuals affected 
by learning disabilities and challenging behaviour. 

The idea put to the artists was for a townscape 
profile based upon unique architectural features of 
Buxton which the artists could interpret and 
produce as they wished. 

The intention of the Friends of Buxton Station
in commissioning the Moore Care team to produce 
the artwork was to facilitate their entry into a 
mainstream arts event, The Buxton Art Trail. 

The very impressive 2 metre high design shown in 
this photo was the colourful outcome.
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The Friends gained permission to place a bench on 
land owned by DB Cargo next to the station which 
has a grand view of the Palace Hotel over the road 
and out over the town. The Mayor of The High Peak, 
Cllr. Linda Grooby, was instrumental in getting 
damaged/redundant benches donated from a pile of 
damaged ones at the council depot. Working with the 
Buxton Lions, the Friends repaired their bench and 
then helped repair seven others which the Lions
returned to use around the town.

Dave Carlisle, Chair of the Friends of Buxton Station, 
was invited to speak about this project at Northern’s
2019 Community Rail Conference as part of the 
session on community involvement. Sharing the 
platform with Northern MD David Brown and 
Kul Bassi from the Dept. for Transport, he got some 
great feedback about the enthusiastic and inclusive 
approach that the Friends took with this project 
which benefitted the whole town. 

In late 2018 the beautiful Grade 2-listed fanlight 
window above the end of the station was attacked 
three times by vandals. DB Cargo, owners of the 
structure, entrusted the friends group with 
arranging quotes and the repair work from nearby 
Classic Glass of Dove Holes so that the glazing 
could be restored to its full glory.

Behind the station at Buxton the Friends worked 
with owners DB Cargo on a major rewilding project 
for the large bank of trees behind the site of the old 
train depot. A large number of trees, many of which 
were unsafe, were felled by a contractor and the 
station volunteers were then given permission to 
create log-piles which in time will attract insects 
and larger wildlife to recolonise the bank.
Three bat roosting boxes were also put up amongst 
the trees and the Peak District National Park 
Authority expressed an interest in carrying out 
further work with the friends group at the site with 
their newly formed Buxton Junior Rangers group 
for young people.

www.facebook.com/groups/336341813215711/

http://www.facebook.com/groups/336341813215711/
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Northern announced a £1.5 million investment package 
for Glossop Line stations which would include new 
signage, seating, information screens, lighting and 
painting.

The Association of Community Rail Partnerships chose 
Glossop Station in April to be the launch venue for their 
new report “The Value of Community Rail”. 

The report evaluated the work of community rail with 61
CRPs, 1000+ station groups, 8500 people, 390,000 
hours contributed annually with an estimated value of 
£5.6 million. 

The Friends of Glossop Station were proud to act as 
hosts and enjoyed talking to everyone about their work 
and achievements at the station.

This year’s Teddy Bears Picnic event in conjunction with 
Hadfield, Hattersley and Guide Bridge station friends’ 
groups was very successful with thanks to Northern for 
providing free travel to get children on a train for the first 
time.

A free water cooler for passengers was installed by 
Northern in the booking hall. Some minor damage had 
been caused to fixtures in the waiting room whilst it was 
being refurbished which was resolved with help from 
Area Station Manager Pam Williams.

The interest, recognition and sales which the art displays 
in the station waiting room generate meant that local 
artists were now booking a full year ahead to have their 
work put on show.

A Christmas Event took place on 7th December with 
good support from Northern managers and staff to 
attract local families on to the trains in order to meet 
Santa at Glossop Station.

The first refurbished Class 323 electric trains started 
appearing on the Glossop Line in autumn meeting with 
approval from passengers. However, there was a period 
when the first 3 trains of the day on the line were not 
being cleaned before starting the days services and this 
caused regular complaints from passengers until the 
overnight train cleaning arrangements were changed by 
Northern.

The gate-line staff at Glossop won a national award 
which praised their high customer care standards and 
the station friends group won a rare platinum award for 
their dedication and commitment to the station at the 
national ACoRP Awards in October. www.friends-of-glossop-station.co.uk

http://www.friends-of-glossop-station.co.uk/


HADFIELD AND DINTING STATIONS 37

Hadfield
The volunteers from Transpeak Walks arranged a 
guided walk from Hadfield Station along the 
Longdendale Trail on the 8th June as a tie-in with the 
Hadfield Art Show held at the Town Hall near the 
station.

The driveway flowerbeds and other areas of the station 
continued to be looked after by the friends group and a 
new volunteer came forward to help with this.

Smokers at the wine bar adjacent to the station 
building kept causing the automatic doors to open, 
which lets in smoke. The ticket office and waiting area 
gets very hot in summer so the Friends had appealed 
to Northern to provide a canopy over the platform in 
front of it.

The High Sherriff of Derbyshire, accompanied by the 
Mayor of the High Peak, visited the station in early 
March 2020 to unveil a piece of artwork by local young 
artist Ben Jack.

Dinting
The Glossop friends group maintained the planting 
baskets at Dinting through the summer. Weather 
damage to some of the mosaic tiles along the brick wall 
behind the curved platform was repaired.

The maintenance team from ISS did a good job of 
repainting the station. Safety barriers have been 
installed at the platform end nearest the viaduct to 
discourage trespass incidents.

Raj Chandara, Stakeholder Manager for Northern, 
visited Dinting in October so that Neil Williams could 
describe to him the safety concerns that become 
apparent on the sharply curving platform when large 
numbers of schoolchildren use the station in the 
morning and afternoon. A rail safety programme at the 
school and CCTV were some of the measures 
discussed which the CRP can work with Northern to 
deliver.
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