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Hello from the Community Rail Partnership  

It’s been a while since we last issued our Newsletter and a lot has happened during the past few 

months.  We have been regularly updating our website with all our news as well as our 

Facebook page - @peakdistrictbytrain – we’ve been busy! 

Our great news is that Catherine has been joined by Helen Wright as the new job share partner 

for the Community Rail Officer post.   More about Helen later in the newsletter. 

‘Keeping You On Board’ has evolved during the Covid pandemic to keep everyone up to date 

with our news.  After deliberation, we have decided to issue quarterly newsletters as a ‘round up’ 

of what we have been doing as well as what our wonderful station groups have been up to. 

You’ll continue to find all our current news on our website and Facebook page. 

We are gearing up to welcoming passengers back, in line with Government guidelines, from 19 

July.  We aim to market Scenic Rail Britain’s #BetterByRail campaign during the school holidays by 

promoting family rail travel on our three lines and wonderful days out from our stations.  We 

would love to hear of events that are happening near you so we can help raise awareness through 

our own marketing campaign - #familydaysoutarebetterbyrail 

 

Catherine and Helen 

 

 

 

  

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org/
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Railway timetables  

It’s always worth checking the timetables for alterations and for works schedules.  Keep up to 

date using the following. 

For details of train times please visit Northern’s website: 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables  

Train times for other companies can be viewed at: 

https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19  

https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables  

https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption  

https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19
https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables
https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption
https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables
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‘Hello from Helen’ 

I’ve recently joined Catherine as the other half of the Community Rail Partnership Officer post and am 

so pleased to be here. I’ve already met many of you at the stations and am keen to meet everyone, so 

please do get in touch!  

We are lucky to live in such a beautiful place- I think that was the most used phrase of 2020 around 

here- and our stations are the starting point for many visitors so it’s great to know they are so well 

looked after by their local communities.  

I hail from the National Trust Peak District properties, where I worked for 18 years. I started as a 

Community and Learning Officer in the High Peak where I led school groups up Mam Tor, Winnats Pass 

and around Edale as well as organising family-friendly events and community projects. I worked in 

partnership with the Peak District National Park to set up and manage the Moorland Discovery Centre 

at Longshaw before taking on a leadership role as Visitor Experience Manager for the wider Peak 

District National Trust portfolio.  

As you might imagine, after being immersed in the wonders of the Peak District landscape, I am all too 

aware of the climate crisis and the need for us all to do what we can to reverse or at least stabilise the 

decline in wildlife species. That’s why I was so pleased to find out about the Buzzing Stations project 

and the work many of you are doing to provide food sources for bumblebees, other insects and birds. 

I’m keen to support you with this work.  

I’m passionate about connecting people with nature and the power of nature to impact our wellbeing. 

It’s great to see so many ideas in the activity plan for bringing a wide range of people out into the Peak 

District to experience this landscape in a sustainable and inclusive way.  

I look forward to finding out more about how I can support you at your station and in your community, 

to make the most of the rail connection you have on your doorstep. I live in Chinley so am not far away 

from any of the stations and am more than happy to get out and about, away from the laptop and 

onto the station platforms!  

Thanks to everyone I’ve met so far for the warm and friendly welcome you’ve given me.  

                                  See you soon, 

                                  Helen 
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The Highest Accolade in Volunteering 

We are so proud of our Friends of 

Buxton Station. They only went 

and achieved the Queen's Award 

for Voluntary Service! 

The Friends of Buxton 

Station (FoBS) have been 

honoured with The Queen’s 

Award for Voluntary Service, the 

highest award volunteers can 

receive in the UK, and viewed by 

some as the MBE for volunteers. 

Best known locally for their work to make the town’s railway station more welcoming and 

comfortable, they have also been active in the wider community, particularly during the year of 

lockdown when they hosted a large part of the alternative wells dressing festival and put together 

a Rail Retail Trail leaflet to help local independent businesses recover from the effects of Covid-19 

shutdown. 

FoBS is one of 241 charities, social enterprises and voluntary groups to receive the prestigious 

award this year. The number of nominations remains high year on year, showing that the voluntary 

sector is thriving and full of innovative ideas to make life better for those around them. 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service recognises outstanding work by volunteer groups to 

benefit their local communities. It was created in 2002 to celebrate The Queen’s Golden Jubilee. 

Recipients are announced each year on 2nd June, the anniversary of The Queen’s Coronation. 

Report from Community Rail Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/336341813215711
https://www.facebook.com/groups/336341813215711
https://communityrail.org.uk/rail-retail-trail-a-boost-for-buxton/
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Hope Valley Xplore 

Can you remember your first journey on a train?   

Well, for some young people, Tuesday 18 June was theirs! 

Our Volunteers and the British Transport Police (BTP) to engage young people in using the train to 

CRP is working with Endeavour, a charity based in Sheffield who works with young people; South 

Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive (SYPTE); Peak District National Park Rangers, Peak Park 

Conservation explore the Peak District National Park. 

This initial session was a pilot aimed at: 

• Providing young people with the opportunity to undertake some voluntary countryside 

maintenance/skills work, interact with the natural environment in a positive way and learn about 

human impacts and the Countryside Code. 

• Giving young people the experience of a walk in the national park and the confidence and 

knowledge to visit the countryside again in the future. 

• Listening to young peoples’ perceived barriers to visiting the countryside, build confidence 

for train travel, promote rail safety, answer their questions, increase awareness of career 

opportunities in the rail industry and national park. 

 

The day started with the group of 

young people meeting the BTP and the 

Community Rail Officer for SYPTE at 

Sheffield station for a tour and chat.  

They boarded the train for Grindleford, 

where they were greeted by one of our 

Community Rail Officers and Peak 

District National Park staff. 

We all went on a guided walk led by 

Rangers, who talked about the 

countryside and how to enjoy it safely.  

The session then included a ‘have a go’ 

at drystone walling element, which all the young people tried and became immersed in the 

techniques of laying stone without cement! 
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At the end, the group walked back to Grindleford station, where everyone enjoyed some ‘cheesy 

chips’. This pilot is the first of what is planned as an ongoing project to engage young people with 

rail travel to the countryside. 

An introduction to the National Park and its 

heritage at Padley Chapel from the rangers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women in Community Rail says 

‘Thank You’ 

The first week in June was, as always, National Volunteers’ Week, and we at WiCR would have liked 

to celebrate the work of our amazing Community Rail volunteers with a tea party on their stations. 

But, because of Covid restrictions, we couldn’t. 

So we had another idea. 

We handed out goody bags containing a teabag and cake, so they could have a cuppa on us. And 

we threw in a WiCR pen for good measure!                Report from Penny Greenwood                  

Here are Penny (left, WiCR member from Glossop) with station group volunteers and Joy (right, WiCR 

member from Hadfield). 
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Disley diggers 

FoDS have been digging for victory!  The victor – a wonderful embankment much improved with 

landscaping, paths and full of plants.  They have even created habitats for wildlife such as ‘Bugingham 

Palace’ and put in bird feeders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Fit for a Queen’ – Buginham Palace on the Buxton bound platform, Disley 
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Buzzing Stations 

There’s a buzz about many of the stations on the Hope Valley and High Peak lines- the buzz of 

bumblebees that is. The planting offers a rich source of food for wild bumblebees and some Friends of 

Station groups have been finding out more about what can be done to help them and to raise awareness 

with the public about how to protect them. Rhodri Green from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust has 

offered fantastic support via a Zoom call initially and then with some visits to stations.  

In June Rhodri met volunteers from Edale and Hope stations and members of Sheffield Mosaic at Edale 

station. He went on to meet volunteers from Whaley Bridge, Chapel and Glossop and Whaley Bridge 

Memorial Park’s ranger at Whaley station. We all learned so much from him about bumblebees and in 

particular, the bilberry bumblebee which is now quite rare but can be seen locally because we are so close 

to the High Peak moors.  

The next step is for low-key Bumblebee Safari events to be set up for the summer from stations. Buxton is 

kicking off with one planned for 19th July. Neil and Joy are hoping to try one in August at Hadfield, with 

other station groups to follow. We’ll be supplying stations with bumblebee resource packs to help and the 

BCT volunteers are awaiting our list of dates so they can come out and support the events.  

You may have seen the beautiful Bumblebees of the Peak District posters up at stations- the artwork is 

consistent with the BCT safaris project and provides an eye-catching identification chart which may 

encourage passengers to look more closely. A great partnership project with what can only be a positive 

outcome for the bumblebees! Let Helen know if you’d like to get involved or have some support. 

Below: Poster at Chapel Station.  Right top: Whaley Bridge Station; Below: Edale Station 
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Welcome to Dove Holes Friends of Station group 

On a beautiful sunny day in Dove Holes, we attended a 

safety briefing led Becky Styles (Northern Trains Ltd). It 

was a great opportunity to meet our newest station 

group volunteers and it was Helen’s first on site meeting 

(Helen, centre).  It was also Catherine’s first safety 

briefing so a ‘first’ for everyone – Becky’s first 

introduction to Helen in person. 

FoDHS are proud to be part of the CRP and have great 

plans for their station – watch this space. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dinting developments 

Thanks to Neil Williams (FoGS) for sending in this photo of 

the resurfaced approach road to Dinting station. Northern 

Trains Ltd carried out the work during May completely 

transforming the road. 
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And last but not least… 

Community Rail Awards 

We’re excited to tell you that entries for the 2021 Community Rail Awards, headline sponsored by Great 

Western Railway and South West Railway are now open. The deadline for all entries is 17:00 on Monday 2 

August 2021. The awards presentation event is now provisionally scheduled for Thursday 9 December at 

the Guildhall in Southampton. CRN really want to encourage as many people as possible to enter and help 

ensure that they have a competition that is a meaningful celebration of everything that’s great in 

Community Rail.   

Categories are: 

1. Involving children and young people 

2. Involving diverse groups 

3. Community Creative Projects and Station Arts 

4. Small Projects (£500 or less) 

5. Best Community Engagement Project 

6. Best Communications 

7. Influencing Positive Change and Sustainability 

8. Photo Competition: Community Rail in 2020/21 

9. Outstanding Volunteer Contribution 

10. Station Friends and Adopters, at the heart of the community 

11. Outstanding Contribution to Community Rail 

12. Board’s Special Recognition Award (discretionary) 

The Community Rail Network are hosting weekly advice surgeries to support you with any applications 

you’d like to make. You don’t have to book a place, just look at the schedule and log in details on their 

website.  

Equally, we are happy to support you with applications if you’d like to apply. Just let us know!  

All the information about the awards is here: 

https://communityrail.org.uk/events-training/community-rail-awards/ 

 

https://communityrail.org.uk/events-training/community-rail-awards/

