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Hello from the Community Rail Partnership  

Hello and welcome to the second in our annual quarterly run of newsletters for the 

partnership for 2022.  

It’s been busy since the start of the year with conferences and meetings as well as the annual 

accreditation review for the Department for Transport. Accreditation means we can proudly 

use the logo as we have met all the requirements asked of us by the DfT.  

Accreditation provides assurance to potential funders and partners, that the CRP operates to 

high standards of governance and financial propriety; adopts a collaborative approach; is 

worthy of trust by others; and is a suitable entity for receiving public funds.  

Government considers it a good representative of the local community.  We’re delighted to 

have passed for the third year running! 

With the relaxation of Covid restrictions, it has been great to meet up with people face to 

face again, especially at our first ever Friends Conference in Buxton in February (more 

about that later).  It is certainly what we want to continue doing, especially visiting our 

wonderful station group volunteers, who have been industrious in their activities – plenty 

to read about in this newsletter. 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support and wishing you all a Happy Easter. 

Catherine and Helen 

Community Partnership Rail Officers 

 

Railway timetables  

It’s always worth checking the timetables for alterations and for works schedules.  Keep up to 

date using the following. 

For details of train times please visit Northern’s website: 

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org/
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https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables  

Train times for other companies can be viewed at: 

https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19  

https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables  

https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption  

https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables  

Community Rail Network 

News from Community Rail Network includes the 2022 Awards scheme that will be open 

from 9 May to 20 June so get thinking about projects you would like to enter.  Check their 

website for further details.  Manchester will be the location for the Awards ceremony on 5 

October this year. 

Community Rail Week, 23 to 29 May 

Community Rail Week is less than seven weeks away. We are working with our train 

operators at the moment on how we can have a presence at stations such as Sheffield and 

Manchester. If anyone would like to help out, please get in touch with Catherine and Helen 

at the CRP.  It will be a great opportunity for us to showcase our promotional banners and 

hand out our line guides – we need to get them reprinted as they’ve flown out of the racks! 

Our first Friends’ Conference – a day to inspire, reconnect & build on success 

On Tuesday 15th February, we held our first ever Friends’ Conference at the Palace Hotel, 

Buxton 

 

 

 

With nearly 50 people attending, we 

celebrated the wide-ranging achievements across the High Peak & Hope Valley 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19
https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables
https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption
https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables
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Community Rail Partnership over the last year. We kickstarted our thinking on potential 

collaborative projects for 2022/23. 

It was a great opportunity for all our station group volunteers to come together and 

network.  The day was facilitated by Pete Spriggs from Clearer Thinking, a local Buxton 

business.  Pete ensured the sessions ran smoothly with everyone bouncing ideas off each 

other.  Potential projects emerged and everyone went away feeling energised and inspired to 

progress their ideas. 

Catherine and Helen thoroughly enjoyed seeing everyone coming together to share 

thoughts and ideas to feed into the 2022/23 Activity Plan. 

Disley scoops Best Kept Garden award at Cheshire’s Best Kept Stations Awards 

 

Fifteen stations in the former county of 

Cheshire have scooped awards at the 

19th Cheshire Best Kept Stations Awards 

evening.This year’s awards evening was 

held in Northwich on 1 April. Host, Chris 

Jackson, Regional Director at Northern 

was joined by almost 100 guests 

including station volunteers, rail industry 

partners and local dignitaries with 

seventy guests tuning in online to watch 

the livestream.  

We’re delighted to announce that our 

Friends of Disley Station won the BEST KEPT GARDEN award.  The group deserve this 

recognition for all their hard work in transforming the challenging slope on the Buxton 

platform into a wildlife haven. 
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Whaley Bridge Heritage Panels 

 

 

 
  

We are delighted to see the installation of Eamonn Murphy’s artwork at Whaley Bridge 

station. Following on from the Disley station artworks, the Friends of Whaley decided to 

continue the idea along the Buxton line. Funding was provided by the CRP and Northern, to 

brighten up the station and show the heritage highlights of Whaley Bridge to passengers 

passing through. Maybe they’ll stop at Whaley Bridge on their next trip! 
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Chinley Station- Access for All 

 

The nomination of Chinley Station for Access for All funding was due to be submitted on15th 

April by Northern, with assistance from the CRP and Chinley and Buxworth Transport Group. 

We’ve been very busy gathering letters of support. Over 22 letters have been sent, 

demonstrating the need for step-free access to Chinley station.  These have included letters 

from Cllr Jean Wharmby, Cllr Ruth George, MP Robert Largan, Leader of HPBC Anthony 

McKeown, Friends of Stations at Glossop, Hadfield, Buxton and Chapel-en-le-Frith, EMR, 

Transport for Greater Manchester, PDNP, Chinley and Buxworth Parish Council as well as 

many comments and letters from local residents. We sincerely hope to see a successful 

outcome and keep our fingers crossed. We have recently been informed that the deadline 

for applications has now been pushed back a couple of months- a little frustrating but at 

least we know we’re ready!  

 

Buzzing Stations 

2021 Bees’ Needs Awards Winners 

The Defra annual Bees’ Needs Champions awards recognise and celebrate examples of 

exemplary initiatives undertaken by local authorities, community groups, farmers and 

businesses to support pollinators. Defra established and coordinates Bees’ Needs Week, an 

annual event working alongside their many partners to raise awareness of the steps we can 

all take to protect pollinators.  We are really pleased to share the news that Friends of Buxton 

Station were amongst the 2021 community winners! Many congratulations to them for all 

their buzzing bumblebee efforts. Now all they need to do is find a space for their certificate!  
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Buzzing Stations 

Hadfield community bumblebee planter 

 

 

A new hexagonal planter designed to attract bumblebees has recently been installed at 

Hadfield station. Following the success of the first bumblebee safari from Hadfield last 

summer Friends of Hadfield Station decided to create an additional planter for the platform. 

Riordan and Finnan, two local schoolchildren who came on this first safari have selected and 

planted their chosen flowers including lavender and aubretia.  Riordan and Finnan are 

passionate young conservationists. They impressed everyone with their enthusiasm and 

knowledge so FOHS decided they would be ideal ambassadors and carers of the new 

planter!  

Friends of Hadfield Station would like to thank Becky Styles Community and Sustainability 

Manager at Northern for funding the planter and Glossopdale Furniture Project for making it. 

Dan Davenport from FOHS painted it and put it, with permission, in situ. 

It is hoped that Bumblebee safaris will again be offered this summer from selected stations 

on the Buxton, Glossop and Hope Valley Lines. Contact the Partnership for further details.  

Thank you Neil Williams and Joy Hallsworth for the update 
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Woodhead Museum 

Plans for the Woodhead Museum at Guide Bridge are coming along well. Neil Williams, from 

Friends of Glossop Station, is attending the Information Board launch on 22nd April and 

viewing the new rooms which have been prepared for the museum by the friends of Guide 

Bridge. Watch this space for more information in the July issue of ‘Keeping You on Board’.  

 

 

Chapel installs the station wagon buffer 

 
 

We are all extremely pleased and proud to announce that the installation of the Wagon 

Buffer Stop onto its mounting on the upside platform at Chapel Station is complete. This 

item was salvaged from the tragic crash of 9th February 1957 and it has been cleaned up and 

painted for permanent display as a memorial to that day and those who gave their lives 

attempting to save others. 

An interpretation board will be added in due course and in the waiting shelters information 

boards telling the story can already be seen.  

Huge thanks go to the gentlemen from Leander who delivered and installed the Wagon 

Buffer and to all who have supported this project to-date. 

Thank you. 

FOCS (thank you Grahame Parsons for the update) 

 

Lowestoft evacuee visit to Glossop.  

 

Friends of Glossop had a nice surprise in March when Alma Mingay, one of the original 

Lowestoft evacuees, paid a visit with her son Steve. They were staying in Glossop for three 

days to visit family and friends and revisit places special to Alma which included of course 

the station. It is now 82 YEARS since Alma first arrived at Glossop station as a child evacuee 

along with 600 other children. It was poignant listening to Alma point out to Steve various 

landmarks of the station that she remembered. It was his first visit.  
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Alma and her son Steve pay a visit 

to Glossop station 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update on the Hope Valley Capacity Scheme 

As you will be aware, major investment on the Hope Valley line includes the upgrade to 

remove several bottlenecks between Manchester and Sheffield to allow passenger trains to 

overtake slower freight trains along the line. 

The main improvements include:  

• A new platform and accessible footbridge with lifts at Dore & Totley station  

• A railway loop between Bamford and Hathersage  

• A new overbridge at Hathersage West, replacing the current foot crossing to improve 

safety  

• Signalling improvements along the line to improve reliability  

• Platform extensions to allow for more carriages on services  

Work has now started at Bamford to construct the loop whilst at Dore and Totley, the site 

has been set up to start the work.  
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Here’s the 

schedule for 

Dore and 

Totley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with the Hope Valley Railway Upgrade by downloading the App on Google 

Play. 
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Community Rail Partnership Plans for April - June 2022 

 

We have a list of tasks and projects in our new Activity Plan for 2022/23.  There’s a lot 

planned for the coming year, but here are few activities we are starting for the first quarter: 

 

• The new welcome panel at Chinley station completed and installed 

• Work on the new fencing for Hope station to start in a few weeks 

• Water butt installation for Chapel, Edale, Hope, and Grindleford.  

• Raising the CRP’s profile at Community Rail Week in May 

• Work with the Peak District National Park to support a ‘Green Social Prescribing’ 

project with a wellbeing organisation in Sheffield 

• Plan and start the process of providing new fencing at Grindleford station  

• Develop the CRP’s Marketing Plan to include all campaigns 

• Work with the Peak District National Park Authority to support the Hope Valley 

Explorer bus for 2022 

• Plan with Friends the next phase of Buzzing Stations, ready for the summer months 

 
 
 

We look forward to working together with you over the next few months. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


