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Hello from the Community Rail Partnership  

Hello and welcome to the third in our annual quarterly run of newsletters for the partnership for 

2022.  

Over the last three months we have been out and about to stations putting up line guide and CRP 

posters- have you seen them? We think they look great! We still have some more stations to get 

to so don’t worry if you haven’t got one yet, we will get there soon.  

We held our Quarterly Partnership meeting followed by the Management Group meeting in June. 

These were both well attended- thank you to everyone who was able to come. Minutes were sent 

out via email a few weeks later, delayed due to Covid rearing its ugly head. If you haven’t received 

any, please do let us know and we will be happy to send. 

We met Friends of Grindleford station to discuss and start planning for new fences, maintaining 

consistency along the Hope Valley line.  Now that Edale has its new fence, soon to be followed by 

Hope’s, where there has been a little delay due to busy contractors. Grindleford’s fence will follow 

later this year, all being well.  

During July we have been working on the Annual Report for the CRP, to be published by the end 

of the month. We had such positive feedback on last year’s so we are following the same style 

and hope that you will enjoy reading it when it’s complete.  

Our Activity Plan for this year shows that we want to contract the services of a freelance marketing 

co-ordinator to assist with our digital marketing in particular. We will be sharing this contract with 

the Derwent Valley Line CRP. Together the three CRP officers have worked up a brief which is ready 

to go out to tender now that the funding has been approved. We look forward to advertising the 

opportunity in early September; please look out for this and help us find the best person for the 

work!  

Catherine and Helen 

Community Partnership Rail Officers 

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org/
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Railway timetables  

It’s always worth checking the timetables for alterations and for works schedules.  Keep up to date 

using the following. 

For details of train times please visit Northern’s website: 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables  

Train times for other companies can be viewed at: 

https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19  

https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables  

https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption  

https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables  

 

Community Rail Week 23 – 29 May 

We were out in full force attending events in May to promote train travel during Community Rail 

Week.  Events were held at Manchester Piccadilly, Sheffield and Stockport. We teamed up with EMR, 

Network Rail and South Yorkshire Mayoral Combined Authority at Sheffield station; South East 

Manchester CRP at Stockport and Mid Cheshire CRP at Piccadilly.  It was great to have such a 

presence at these key gateway stations to our lines.  Our thanks go to all our wonderful station 

volunteers (many featured in these pictures) for their time in supporting the CRP and helping to 

spread the community rail word. 

 

 

                                         

              Stockport station 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables
https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19
https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables
https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption
https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables
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We took to social media during Community Rail week to raise awareness of the difference people 

can make by travelling sustainably by rail. We supported the Peak District National Park Authority’s 

Hope Valley Explorer bus by posting on Facebook as well as displaying the banner at Sheffield 

station.  

The Hope Valley Explorer will operate from 14 May through to Saturday 3 September 2022, during 

weekends and Bank Holidays. Visitors can take the train from Sheffield or Manchester and join the 

Hope Valley Explorer at Hope or Bamford. Or they can hop aboard direct from Chesterfield or 

Dronfield. Operated by Stagecoach, the Hope Valley Explorer bus is in its third pilot year of running.  

On board audio commentary gives a flavour of the natural and cultural heritage the Hope Valley has 

to offer including the famous Dambusters’ story on the Derwent dams and the caverns in Castleton, 

where the purple striped stone, Blue John, has been mined since the Roman times. 

For more information, HVE-2022_Leaflet_WEB.pdf (peakdistrict.gov.uk) 

   

 

https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0023/395105/HVE-2022_Leaflet_WEB.pdf
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During Community Rail week, we 

worked with South East Manchester 

CRP and Northern Assist to support a 

trip out by rail for a group from 

Walthew House, Stockport.  

This visually impaired walking group 

met Catherine at Buxton station, who 

gave them a short guided tour around 

Buxton. They visited the dinosaur 

exhibition in Pavilion Gardens.   

The group want to work with us to 

develop more rail trips to Lyme Park 

and Whaley Bridge. 

                                                                        Walthew House walking group setting out for Buxton from Stockport 

 

New group at New Mills 

Lee Coopersmith has stepped forward to lead a new Friends of New Mills stations group and is busy 

looking to recruit volunteers to get involved. Volunteers from Incredible Edible New Mills are looking to 

install and improve planters at Central station initially. We are looking forward to working with and 

supporting the new group for the rest of this year and beyond.  

Reschedule of the meetings 

At our last Quarterly Partnership meeting we proposed a reschedule of meetings, along with a change 

to date of publication of our annual report. This was positively commented on by friends who attended 

and approved by the Management Committee. The schedule now looks like this: 

• Management Group meetings to continue as quarterly: the next one is 20th September, then 6th 

December 

• Wider Partnership meetings to be bi -annual: next one is 6th December 

• An informal social networking day for Friends: October 18th 

• Annual Report for 2021 published July 2022 

• Annual Report for 2022 published May 2023 

• AGM May 2023- this allows for financial year-end reporting and council elections which could 

impact the Chair and Vice Chair roles for the partnership.   
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Line guide reprints 

The line guide leaflets have flown out since we printed them in November last year. We reviewed them 

and made some amends in spring then ordered a reprint of 9000 (3000 of each) in time for community 

Rail Week. If you have some great ideas about locations for leaflets and can help to get them there, 

please let us know. Grahame Parsons from friends of Chapel station has already secured a spot for 

them at Manchester Central Library and Visitor Centre and kindly took some with him when he 

travelled in.  

 

 

CRN awards  

The CRN Awards submission date has closed for 2021 award nominations and shortlisted application 

will be announced in August. The Awards evening is to be held in Manchester on 5th October and we 

are looking into how many places we need and how we will fund them! You can book a place at the 

event online Community Rail Awards, Winners & Entries | Community Rail Network. This year Catherine and 

Helen have applied for four CRN awards alongside some of the Friends groups. Let’s keep our fingers 

crossed for the shortlisting.  

 

 

 

 

https://communityrail.org.uk/events-training/community-rail-awards/
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    Grindleford Garden Award 

Liz Bailey at friends of Grindleford Station spent part of lockdown in 2020 applying for a Community 

Garden Award from the National Garden Scheme. Their application was a success and saw them 

awarded £325 to support the garden border on Platform 2. In June this year, a plaque was presented 

to the group by the regional representative of the NGS at a lovely ceremony, complete with a jazz 

trio, bunting, Network Rail staff who have volunteered their help, Lia Maloney from Northern and 

many local residents who were pleased to come along and show their support and appreciation of 

the Friends.  

 

 

Small projects grants awarded – Edale, Disley, Chapel  

We are pleased to have been able to support friends’ groups with small project grants. Since our last 

newsletter, funding has been approved for Edale and Chapel to increase their planting, develop their 

Buzzing Stations work, including purchase of a water butt and to continue a variety of projects to 

enhance the stations.  
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Buxton have received funding to support their visit to the Queen’s Garden Party as part of their 

Queen’s Award last year and also to match fund (with CRN) a research study into developing a Very 

Light Railway connecting Buxton to Blackwell on the edge of the PDNP.  

Friends of Chapel station have received funding to support their station activity plan, including 

planting, a water butt, and a bumblebee walk leaflet as well as artworks by Eamonn Murphy which will 

brighten up the fence all along platform 1 with images of the surrounding area and town. The artworks 

have been funded by Chapel Parish Council thanks to Alastair Beswick, Northern Trains and the CRP. 

Whaley Brownies help out 

Friends of Whaley Bridge welcomed their local Brownies to the station for a planting evening in May. 

The Brownies helped with repurposing the 2 raised beds on the Buxton platform as planters for edibles, 

fruit, vegetables and herbs.  There were around 30 brownies who worked really hard to fill the planters 

with a wonderful variety of plants! 
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Buxton Jubilee art installation 

A one-of-a-kind artwork to commemorate the 

Platinum Jubilee was installed at Buxton Station.  

Created by local metal-working artist Andy Hill and 

sited at the end of Buxton Station’s railway tracks, 

the art installation features a red Royal Mail post 

box from the reign of HM The Queen along with a 

cascade of 70 metal “letters” made from recycled 

scrap. Each letter bears a stamp with the Queen’s 

profile from each year of her reign, along with 

names of many local volunteers and others who 

have helped Friends of Buxton Station in their 

various successful projects.  The post box and 

letters are joining this summer’s Buxton Art Trail. 

Buxton’s Bumblebee Safari on 21st July will have 

happened as we went to print.  

 

 

 

 

Update on station-to-station walks 

The idea for a Station-to -Station walk route running from Sheffield station along the Hope Valley line, 

all the way to Manchester Piccadilly was initiated by John Stubbs at Bamford at the Friends Conference 

in February and supported by a group of Friends who wanted to take it forwards. and formed an action 

on our Activity Plan for this year. A draft proposal has been produced. We are in contact with Rights of 

Way officers to discuss how to take this forward but all are in agreement that this is a worthwhile 

project.  

Coming up 

• Chapel station ‘Eamonn Murphy’ art panels are in progress 

• 23rd August visit by SOAR, a Sheffield community health and wellbeing charity, with the Peak 

District National Park 

• Planning schools’ flyer to promote rail travel 

• Chinley welcome panel is in production and will be in situ in the next few weeks 

• Summer holiday ‘Days Out By Rail’ social media marketing 

• The contractor will be starting on installing the new wooden fence at Hope station 

• Bumblebee panels out at Chapel, Disley, New Mills, Dove Holes, Furness Vale.  


