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Hello from the Community Rail Partnership  

This is the first in our annual quarterly run of newsletters for the partnership. We have continued 

to update the news section of our website regularly when we’ve had news to share- thank you 

for sending us your updates. In 2022 we look forward to ‘building back better’ (again)! You will 

all be aware of the drop in passenger numbers and operating services due to the impact of 

Covid on commuter travel, passenger confidence and of course, staff absence. How can we all, 

as a Community Rail Partnership, meet some of those challenges?  

Catherine and Helen 

 

Railway timetables  

It’s always worth checking the timetables for alterations and for works schedules.  Keep up to date 

using the following. 

For details of train times please visit Northern’s website: 

https://www.northernrailway.co.uk/timetables  

Train times for other companies can be viewed at: 

https://www.eastmidlandsrailway.co.uk/covid-19  

https://www.tpexpress.co.uk/travel-updates/timetables  

https://www.crosscountrytrains.co.uk/disruption  

https://www.avantiwestcoast.co.uk/travel-information/timetables  
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Glossop Heritage Boards 

The last of the heritage boards for the stations along the 

Glossop line were installed before Christmas, bringing rail 

passengers an opportunity to find out more about the history 

of their local area.  

This means every station on the Glossop Line now has a generic 

but individual historic information board. 

The project, led by Friends of Glossop Station Chair Neil 
Williams, and involving Friends of Station groups from the 
South East Manchester Community Rail Partnership, has taken 
four years to complete and involved researching each of the 
stations along the line from Manchester Piccadilly to the line’s 
terminal at Glossop. Production and installation dates were setback due to Covid-19.  

Neil Williams, project lead, said, ‘This has been the most complex project that I have organised but I feel 
proud that the whole line now has these boards. These should tie in so well with the current emphasis of 
promoting leisure travel by train and, of course, our own recently published Visit the Glossop Line by Train 
leaflet!’ 

The panels provide rail passengers with a unique insight into their own community history. It’s a fantastic 
way to connect communities to their local train stations and to encourage more train travel. 

Funding for the project has come from the Community Rail Partnerships for South East Manchester and the 
High Peak and Hope Valley. 

 

Edale Station Friends and Edale School Trip to Manchester 

On a cold and damp November morning, seven children doing a project on early railways, Sam Fisher and 
Katrina Brown of Edale School and reps from Edale Station Friends travelled to Manchester on the 09.47, 
courtesy of Northern Railway.  This was part of their railway project and the original idea had been to go to 
the railway section of the Science and Industry Museum but unfortunately this was closed until next year 
due to renovation.  Undaunted, we set off with a quiz about things to see on the way, including the 
Swizzels sweet factory at New Mills, the Agatha Christy posters on Marple station, and Benjamin Outram’s 
aqueduct over the River Goyt.  Some were excited to see the Etihad Stadium before arriving at Piccadilly, 
others less so. 

Once there we were met by Dan Coles, Customer Account Manager with Northern Railway, who took us 
around the station and showed us some of the sites.  The children learned that there were fourteen 
platforms at Piccadilly, but no-one guessed that there were 80,000 passengers a day and one million a 
month through the station or that it was served by 300 trains daily.  Someone had spotted lots of spikes on 
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top of cameras and other fittings and Dan told us 
that these were to keep pigeons away as 
passengers didn’t take kindly to being pooed on by 
the birds.  This caused much hilarity, and then we 
learned that birds of prey had been employed to 
keep the pigeons away but that these could also 
cause inconvenience because of messy aerial 
combats. 

Still looking upwards towards the roof, Dan said 
that the glass had been replaced forty years ago at 
a cost of £100 million.  Piccadilly was called London 
Road until 1960 when much of it had been rebuilt 
and it was thought that “Piccadilly” was a much 

posher name.  On platform one the original wall of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway 
remains, and this side of the station is where trains to Glossop, Hadfield and the north east still depart.  
Outside the station concourse the children saw the statues of the blind soldiers of the First World War 
before receiving goodie bags from Dan and heading through all the shops and cafes (Quiz question – why 
do you think they are here?) to the tram platforms.  Joy of joys, not one but two escalators to traverse 
before picking our way through the city streets to Deansgate with prime position in the front portion of the 
tram. 

Past the massive Midland Hotel and the old Central 
station from which Edale trains used to depart, we 
arrived at Deansgate for our return along the viaduct 
to Piccadilly.  Here the children encountered their 
first commuter crush, being shoe-horned into a 
crowded carriage for the short journey.  No one had 
a seat, but most still saw the giant bottle of Vimto 
installation on some grass below the track and drew 
it to the attention of other passengers who had 
never noticed it before. 

Back at Piccadilly and one last treat before the train 
home in the shape of the travelator from platforms 
13/14 to the station concourse which was a final new 
experience for some.  And finally, on the train, time for food and – very big thanks to Dan! – the contents of 
the goodie bags with puzzles and stickers and crayons which had everyone engrossed all the way home to 
Edale.                                                                                                                                                                  Phil Rogers 
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Annual General Meeting Day.  
 
Edale Village Hall was the venue for the CRP’s AGM, Quarterly and Management meetings in November. 
Councillor Jean Wharmby returned to the chair. Elections were held for positions of Vice Chair (Cllr George 
Wharmby) but there were no nominations for the role of Secretary. Line representative positions were 
elected and the 2020 Annual Report was approved by all attendees and given special recognition by Becky 
Styles at Northern and Paul Webster from CRN as the best example they’d seen.  
 
During the Quarterly meeting, a whole range of interesting updates were shared by partners and Friends of 
Station groups. Despite the impact of Covid, so much happened in 2021! The Activity Plan Review for 2021 
was approved, with some actions agreed to carry forward into 2022.  
At the Management Group meeting, Catherine and Helen shared finance reports for approval and outlined 
further spending plans for the final quarter of the financial year, to March 2022 (see plans below). The 
Management Committee queried the need for such a full activity plan; it was agreed that it could in future 
make a clearer distinction between annual activity and longer-term plans and ideas.  
The venue at Edale provided a good opportunity for many people to meet for the first time in person for 18 
months. It was lovely to see familiar faces and meet new ones.  
Minutes of meetings were shared and the annual report is available on our website 
https://peakdistrictbytrain.org/2020-21-annual-report/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Line guides, banners and posters 
 
There is now a suite of line guides in a range of formats for each of the three lines of the High Peak and 
Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership. These have been designed to raise the profile of the railways and 
places along each line. Leaflets can be distributed in local communities, railways stations, tourist 
information offices and anywhere else you can think of! We are looking into how we can get boxes of 
leaflets across the UK, into other regions to promote travel to the Peak District. There are large posters of 

https://peakdistrictbytrain.org/2020-21-annual-report/
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the line guides which are already going in at Sheffield and Chesterfield stations, soon to be going into local 
stations and to Stockport and Manchester Piccadilly. Lastly, the banners, which were on show at the AGM 
in November- these will be incredibly useful to promote the partnership at events. Let us know if you are 
attending an event where the banners would be useful; you are welcome to use them! A fourth banner has 
been produced, to highlight the partnership itself and help people understand what it is all about.  
 
 
 

Disley Heritage Posters 
 
Last year the Friends of Disley station kept busy with 
planting and improving areas of the station where 
they could. They wanted to brighten up the interior 
of the shelters which are painted dark blue and feel 
rather gloomy.  Step up Stockport-based artist 
Eamonn Murphy, whose digital art has been 
capturing buildings of Stockport with an enthusiastic 
following. Stations along the South-East Manchester 
line have installed images by Eamonn, highlighting 
their local community heritage.  

Disley Friends decided to work with Eamonn to produce large images of the local area, including the Peak 
Forest Canal, Lyme Park and local buildings. Late last year the panels were installed in the shelters, funded 
by the CRP and Northern. They certainly provide a brighter and more welcoming place to shelter from the 
weather! 
Whaley Bridge Friends have now contacted 
Eamonn to develop heritage buildings and local 
environment-based images for the station 
platforms.  
Friends of Disley Station have been shortlisted 
for a Cheshire Best Kept Station Award, to be 
announced spring 2022. Keep your fingers 
crossed!   
 
        
 
 
 
Community Rail Network Awards December 2021 
Speaking of Awards, the Friends of Buxton station scooped an incredible THREE National Community Rail 
Awards at the presentation event at Southampton on 9 December. They fought off strong competition to 
be named joint winners of the ‘Outstanding Contribution to Community Rail’ prize at the 17th National 
Community Rail Awards, sharing the accolade with Southeast Communities Rail Partnership. The group also 
won the Station Friends and Adopters at the Heart of Communities award, took second place in the 
Community Creative Projects and Station Arts category, and saw their Chair, Dave Carlisle, pick up the 
award for Outstanding Volunteer Contribution. 
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Jools Townsend, Chief Executive of Community Rail Network 
said: 
‘Our hearty congratulations go to all the volunteers who make 
up the Friends of Buxton Station, and their chair Dave Carlisle – 
their outstanding work has cemented the group’s, and the 
station’s, place at the heart of the community. Their positivity 
and adaptability throughout the pandemic has been 
inspirational, and I think it’s fair to say they are the essence of 
what community rail is all about: creative, dedicated, 
grounded in the community, and using the railway and station 
to bring about as much public good as possible. The 
Community Rail Awards recognise the achievements and 
passion of community rail volunteers, groups and partnerships 
across Britain. Their tireless efforts connect local people with 
their railways and stations, bring communities together, and 
enable more people to access sustainable, inclusive travel.’ 
Well done to all!  
 
 

 
 
TransPeak Walks 
 
The wonderful TransPeak Walks team are looking for new volunteers, to help lead walks from stations 
across the High Peak and Hope Valley. If you’ve got some experience of leading or assisting walks with a 
recognised organisation and are interested in offering some ‘free to the public’ walks, please do get in 
touch with the team enquiries@transpeakwalks.co.uk. This could be a great opportunity to develop a range 
of walks from your station as well as in the wider High Peak and Hope Valley area.  
 
 
 
Community Rail Partnership Plans for January to March 2022 
 
We have a list of tasks and projects that we plan to fund and complete before the end of the financial year.  
These are:  

• A welcome panel at Chinley station 

• New fencing for Hope station 

• Bumblebees of the Peak District panels for Buzzing Stations 

• ‘Fence funded by…’ signs for Edale 

• Water butt installation for Chapel, Whaley Bridge, Edale, Hope, and Grindleford.  

• An informal workshop- style conference for Friends, at the Palace Hotel, Buxton, February 15th. 

• High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership banner 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@transpeakwalks.co.uk
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Our Small Projects Grants budget has been approved 
for: 

• Buxton Jubilee art installation 

• The new Chapel Town Hall CRP poster case 

• Edale running in boards, totems and way out 
signs, all in Midland Red.  

• Whaley Bridge artwork by Eamonn Murphy 

• Dore and Totley station 150th anniversary 
posters and banners.  

• TransPeak Walks booking system.  

• Grindleford station for border 
mix/horticultural grit.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We very much look forward to joining friends in February for a productive and enjoyable day of inspiration, 
networking and forward thinking! 
 
Please put a date in your diaries for the afternoon of Wednesday 16th March when our next quarterly and 
management meetings will take place at New Mills Town Hall, 1:15-2:30pm for the Quarterly meeting 
followed by the Management group meeting at 2:45-3:30pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


