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Hello from the Community Rail Partnership  

Welcome to the fourth in our annual quarterly run of newsletters for the partnership for 

2022.  

We’ve had another busy few months over summer and all our station group volunteers have 

been hard at work too. 

We have advertised for a marcomms co-ordinator freelance contract (with Derwent Valley 

Line CRP) and hoping to interview in early November. 

We’ve been out and about meeting Friends at stations -Grindleford, Chapel, Dove Holes, 

Buxton, Furness Vale, Chinley, New Mills. 

 

We’ve been supporting groups to visit the Peak District National Park from Stockport and 

Sheffield, with thanks to Northern for helping with travel arrangements. 

 

And we had a great networking day with our station groups – more details later in the 

newsletter. 

 

Annual report reminder 

Our Annual Report is now available on our website.  It’s packed full of projects that everyone 

in the CRP has achieved over the last financial year. 

Our 2021/22 Annual Report - Visit the Peak District by train 

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org/
https://peakdistrictbytrain.org/our-2021-22-annual-report/
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As usual, a big thank you to everyone who works tirelessly in making the stations a 

welcoming space and also for making our job so enjoyable. 

 

Catherine and Helen 

Community Partnership Rail Officers 
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Hope fence 

It’s all happening at Hope station.  The new fencing is now finished and what a 

transformation to the look of the station environment.  Traditional picket fencing has 

replaced the old wire mesh fencing along both platforms. New wooden gates will be 

installed at the bottom of the footbridge.   

Funding for this project has come from the income generated by car parking fees at Edale 

station, which supports projects along the Hope Valley line. 

Next on the list is new fencing at Grindleford station due to start in November 2022. 

Thanks to Rob Fryer from Derbyshire County Council for his help in making this work 

happen. 

 

 

New fencing on both platforms at Hope station. Photo courtesy of Derek Philips 
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Schools flyer 

We are promoting rail travel to our local High Peak and Hope Valley schools. So many school 

trips are organised by coach, which is hugely expensive in comparison and more damaging 

to the environment.  

We’ve worked with designer Sue Hague at Pinkdotinc Design to produce a flyer promoting 

all the places you can visit by train which might be of interest to schoolteachers and enrich 

the school curriculum. Through Northern’s website group travel page we’ve found travel 

costs for groups of children so we can clearly demonstrate the differences in cost. Let’s hope 

more schools take the train in future!   

 

  

 

Our new A5 double sided schools flyer – printed version available from Catherine and Helen. 

Please get in touch if you can help distribute to local schools! 
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Chinley welcome poster and flyer 

The Chinley and Buxworth Transport Group were keen to have a ‘Welcome to Chinley’ panel 

for the station platform and station approach. They prepared local information and sketch 

maps of the village including local businesses, facilities and directions to great walks from 

Chinley. We worked with Chinley-based graphic designer Hannah Bird of Design Everything 

to bring the ideas to life. We invited the local community to share photos via Facebook and 

involved the Parish Council in the development. The end result is a colourful and warm 

reflection of everything Chinley has to offer. We’ve funded the posters and an A5 flyer 

version for distribution amongst local businesses and community hubs.  

 

 

Chinley A5 flyer and new Welcome poster at Chinley station 

 

Station to station walks 

We’ve been busy meeting with John Stubbs ( Fo Bamford) and Kay Allinson (Fo Grindleford) 

to develop the Station to Station Walks project. John has been keen to see this come to 

fruition for a while and shared it with us at the Friend’s Conference in February. It has now 

become a part of our partnership Activity Plan. The basic principle is that it is possible to 

walk from Sheffield station to Manchester Piccadilly, most of the way via established paths, 

tracks and trails, stopping at each station en route. This could be a short station to station 

walk option, with a return train to your starting point or a longer, challenging walk from city 

to city. The idea is gathering pace, as we have spoken to National Trust Peak District, Peak 

District National Park and DCC Rights of Way and Highways staff, all of whom are 

enthusiastic to see this move forwards. Over the coming months we’ll be speaking to Rights 

of Way officers in Stockport, Sheffield and Manchester as well as the Canal and River Trust to 

establish a unified desire and support to make this happen. By the end of the year we will 

write a project plan to work from with a timeline and estimated costs. This is a project that 

will take time to get right and we’ll be calling on your support to help us make it happen!  
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Buzzing stations 

The Buzzing Stations project gathered pace again over the summer, with successful bee 

safaris led from Hadfield and Buxton stations for the public. At Chapel station, Grahame 

Parsons worked with designer Paul Marsh to create a fantastic self-led bumblebee safari trail 

leaflet, which can be accessed from the station, with several trail route options. Well done 

Grahame! More aluminium ‘Bumblebees of the Peak District’ panels were produced which 

have now been put up at Disley, Furness Vale, Chapel-en-le-Frith and New Mills Newtown, 

with two remaining to be put up on new fences at Hope and Grindleford. To add to all of 

this, the Buzzing Station project was shortlisted for a Community Rail Award in the 

Influencing Positive Change and Sustainability category. We didn’t win but were extremely 

pleased to have been shortlisted!  

 

 

     Buzzing bee safari at Hadfield station 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapel’s new leaflet  
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All change at Disley Station 

Following a successful coffee morning earlier in the summer, the Friends were able to replace 

the mixed wild plants at the station entrance with more sustainable, pollinator friendly 

perennial plants. 

 

The birds are sure to be pleased with their new bath, installed on the slope which enhances 

their visitor experience in addition to the feeders and the teasels. 

 

 

Our latest project was to replace the old wooden barrels, which were very well past their 

best, with new lead effect planters which should last for a good few years to come. 

With grateful thanks to Northern Rail and High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail 

Partnership who fund our projects. 

Jean Windsor 

Secretary, Friends of Disley Station 
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New Mills – new group  

The Friends of New Mills Stations are now set up with a Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, plus 

more volunteers to help make the stations feel welcoming for visitors and residents. The 

group are sending time auditing and planning for the short, medium and long term. By next 

year they hope to have an activity plan and start to get practical work done. We’d like to 

warmly welcome everyone involved at New Mills and we look forward to working with you!  

Posters and leaflets  

We were out and about over summer, putting CRP and line guide posters into cases at 

stations across the area. The new poster cases in town and village centres require different 

sized posters so we have just received those, which we’ll be installing over the next few 

weeks.  

Leaflets have been flying out – Grahame Parsons has kindly taken large quantities into 

Manchester Visitor Information Centre, Derek has taken some to Buxton TiC – we hope 

they’ll all be distributed by the end of the year!  

Chapel station unveiling 

On 24th October Friends of Chapel station organised a formal unveiling of two projects at the 

station.  

 

First, the completion of a long running effort to restore and present a buffer from a freight 

wagon involved in the famous accident in 1957, recovered from the undergrowth and 

presented to us some years ago, and secondly, the project for the display of 6 artworks 

depicting Chapel Town and countryside, which has been a very swift result to a project 

initiated by Councillors from Chapel Parish Council.  

 

Both projects have been financially supported in their entirety by the local CRP, Northern 

Trains, Network Rail, Chapel Parish Council and individual councillors. John Brook, Chair, 

Friends of Chapel Station 
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  John Brook asking Cllr Michael Chantler to officially unveil            Eamonn Murphy showcasing his artwork at   

  the restored buffer           the station 

 

Building confidence on public transport 

We joined the Peak District National Park to support a group called SOAR which is based in 

Sheffield. SOAR is a community regeneration charity that provides services to improve 

people’s health, well-being and employability. Some of the people who joined us had never 

visited the National Park, despite having lived in Sheffield all their lives. With support from 

Northern trains for their free rail tickets, they travelled to Edale where they joined rangers for 

a walk and spent some time practising mindfulness in 

nature. Thanks to Northern for free group travel. 

 

Wellbeing walk in Edale 
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Wandering with Walthew House 

 

On 4th October, Catherine and Helen led a guided walk for a group of 16 from Walthew 

House in Stockport. The visually impaired walking group organise regular walking trips and 

were keen to get out into the Peak District to explore.   

 

Starting from New Mills Newtown station, the group enjoyed a walk along the Peak Forest 

Canal to Whaley Bridge where they found a pub to settle in before heading back from 

Whaley Bridge station. Thanks to Northern for free group travel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walthew House walking group enjoying the Peak Forest 

canal 
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A ‘Grand Day Out’ on 18 October 

 

 On 18th October Catherine and Helen organised a networking day for all the friends of 

stations across the High Peak and Hope Valley. This was an informal get together for all our 

station volunteers.  We started at Disley station, where Jean talked about the work of Friends 

of Disley station. We walked through Disley to join the Peak Forest canal and then on to New 

Mills Newtown station where volunteers joined us from the Hope Valley line. Jane from New 

Mills Friends told us about the how the newly formed Friends of New Mills stations group is 

developing. From there we walked to Furness Vale where Nicola Fletcher joined us and 

explained how the garden at the station had been designed. Finally, we walked to Whaley 

Bridge where we gathered at the Transhipment Warehouse, were expertly hosted by Nev and 

Nicola and enjoyed some well-earned refreshments from the Bridge Bakehouse. It was a 

great day to share ideas and catch up without the formality of a meeting and we were 

extremely lucky with the weather too!  
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Community Rail Awards 2022 in Manchester 

We were proud to have had nine shortlistings in this year’s Community Rail Awards. Four 

from Friends of Buxton Station; two from the CRP; one from Friends of Grindleford Station; 

one jointly with Friends of Glossop Station and South East Manchester CRP and one for Neil 

Williams (Glossop) for Outstanding Volunteer. 
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Coming up….. 

 

Marketing role interviews in November 

 

Distributing schools flyers 

 

EMR and Northern Community Rail conferences in November. 

 

Brief out November/December for website review 

 

Dove Holes station Eammon Murphy artworks project to be developed 

 

Full CRP meeting on 7th December 2022 
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Mike Rose 

 

‘I took over the CRP reins from Mike in early 2015 when he retired from Derbyshire County 

Council and he gave up a lot of his own time after retirement meeting up with me and 

explaining things to me about the CRP and how community rail worked. 

 

Also of course, there was his massive contribution to the running of the Sheffield – Edale folk 

trains when his good friend Gerry had to give up the organising of them. 

 

The CRP owes him a lot and happily his work is recorded in the minutes of previous CRP 

meetings.’ 

 

Andrew Walker former CRP Officer (2015 to 2021) 


