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Hello and welcome to our first annual quarterly run of newsletters for the partnership for 

2023.  

The last few months of 2022 were as busy as ever including: 

We advertised for a marcomms co-ordinator freelance contract (with Derwent Valley Line 

CRP) and we’re delighted to welcome Megan Carroll, who joined us on 12th December 2022. 

More about Megan later. 

We met with the Friends of Glossop and Hadfield stations to support their plans for 2023. It 

was lovely to be in Hadfield even if it was very wet!  We enjoyed a coffee and a chat in a local 

café with our volunteers. 

 

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org/
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We’ve worked with South Yorkshire Combined Mayoral Authority’s Community Rail Officer to 

support a group of refugees now living Sheffield to visit Edale, with thanks to Northern for 

helping with travel arrangements. 

 

Here’s to 2023 and another exciting year for the High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail 

Partnership. 

Catherine and Helen 

Community Partnership Rail Officers 

Meet Megan – our Marketing Co-ordinator 

Megan Carroll joined us in December as our Marketing Co-ordinator to really help us 

promote our CRP not just within our area but to a wider audience. 

Megan comes with excellent social media experience.  She will be keeping the website up to 

date with news; looking at developing Instagram and TikTok media platforms as well as 

support Catherine and Helen in producing other marketing collateral. 

Megan’s contract is until December 2023 and she will be working with us for two days a 

week.  She will also be working with the Derwent Valley 

Line CRP one day a week. 

"It's great to be working with HPHVCRP (and DVLCRP). I 

have lived, worked and played in and around Hope Valley 

and High Peak most of my life and am looking forward to 

meeting Friends Of groups, colleagues, residents and 

community groups to help make train travel even more 

embedded in the community.  

My background is communications and engagement in 

the environment sector so I'm especially interested in 

sustainable travel and nature-friendly stations, 

which High Peak and Hope Valley do brilliantly! I'm 

looking forward to being immersed in the world of 

Community Rail this year.  

Please do drop me a line at megancarroll.communications@gmail.com with your photos, 

videos and suggestions about how we can communicate about our fantastic railway lines 

and give HPHVCRP a follow on Facebook and Twitter." 

Megan 

mailto:megancarroll.communications@gmail.com
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Sheffield Open Kitchen visit to Edale 

It was a chilly day in November when we arrived at Edale station to welcome the first of two 

groups of people arriving from Sheffield for a day in the Peak District National Park. So much 

planning had gone into this day to make it a success! Cathrine Ashworth, from the South 

Yorkshire Mayoral Combined Authority (SYMCA) worked with the Sheffield Open Kitchen 

Social Club to organise the day. The Sheffield Open Kitchen Social Club was founded in 2014 

and continues to provide food, peer support, and a place to meet for destitute asylum 

seekers, refugees, migrants and anyone in food or social poverty .  Around 50 people 

travelled by train, joined guided walks in the valley, enjoyed the warmth of the village hall 

and tucked into delicious daal and naan bread, brought by the organisers. Derek Phillips 

from Friends of Edale station welcomed the visitors to the village, Northern Trains provided 

the transport. Many thanks to all who supported the day, it was a great success, and there 

was plenty of enthusiasm to do more in 2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.openkitchensocialclub.com/weekly-cafes.html
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Follow us on our new Facebook and Instagram pages 

Megan’s already been busy looking at our social  

media platforms! 

 

She has now changed our Facebook page to a new one, so take a look and help us share all 

our stories far and wide. 

 

And we’re now on Instagram – so please follow us and spread the word. 
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Friends of Buxton Station round up 

Volunteers congratulated by TV rail guru 

Television’s brightly dressed railway 

guru, Michael Portillo made an 

unscheduled stop at Buxton Station 

on Monday, 10 October to praise the 

work of local voluntary community 

group, the Friends of Buxton Station 

(FoBS). 

The former politician turned TV 

presenter wanted to offer his 

congratulations to the group, who 

scooped another National 

Community Rail Award at a 

celebration event in Manchester on 6 

October, this is the small groups 

seventh such title! 

 

Mr Portillo said: “I’ve seen the marvellous work done by the volunteers – the Japanese 

Garden looks wonderful, there’s cheery murals and even a superb statue on the platform. It 

really is a delightful station.  The volunteers have won so many Awards; it has been such fun 

to come and see what they’ve done and to congratulate everyone: great efforts, great 

success!”  

Dave Carlisle, FoBS’s Chairman said: “We were so pleased to welcome Michael before his 

speaking engagement at the Opera House and very proud of the kind things he has said 

about our voluntary work up at the station and in town.” 

 

Station goes Green with mental health message of support 

If you’ve wondered why the fanlight window at Buxton Station has been turned green for a 

while, here’s your answer. 

The Friends of Buxton Station (FoBS), a group of motivated community volunteers are 

working in partnership with Buxton & High Peak Samaritans and DB Cargo (UK) Limited to 

display a “World Mental Health Day” message to encourage volunteers to come forward. 

Jill Pearson, Director of Buxton & High Peak Samaritans explained: “We would love this 

World commemoration event to be a trigger to those who are able to ‘be there for people’ 

who desperately need someone.  Our incredible volunteers offer their time to help to deliver 
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our 24-hour emotional support service to callers in many ways, from answering telephones 

and emails, to fundraising, generating publicity, administration and finance. 

You don’t need to have been through a particular life experience or be from a certain walk of 

life. Anyone who wants to help others, is tolerant and open-minded is encouraged to apply.  

The FoBS banner is a great way to spread this message.” 

Dave Carlisle, FoBS Chairman added: “Green is the traditional colour of hope. It also happens 

to be the very same colour as the banner promoting the Samaritans.  We hope that anyone 

seeing the banner will be heartened to take that first step and offer to help.” 

          

Displaying hope at Buxton station 

Folk trains are back! 

The first Folk Train events since Covid started again in Autumn last year on the Glossop line. 

It was agreed that a low-key start to the schedule would help everyone involved to manage 

passenger numbers and services. Margaret Meynell who organises them reported that the 

first one in October was ‘… a resounding success.  A lot of regulars were there, who had been 

waiting for them to start again, as well as a lot of new faces.’ She said that everyone enjoyed 

themselves and everything went without a hitch. 

The Glossop Labour Cub hosted the passengers and band – Kasey Carver, their Secretary 

emailed to say: ‘It was a special night last night.  There lots of new faces across the age range 

as well as many regulars – and they all had a ball! Glossop Labour Club were delighted to be 

able to start up again.  The regulars have adopted us as a home from home for the night and 

it always feels like a party with friends catching up with each month – looking after each 

other and the venue.  Very much looking forward to the next one.’ 

Folk Trains on the Hope Valley line are currently suspended until the Hope Valley Capacity 

Scheme is complete.  
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Station to Station walks partner with the Canal and River Trust 

Catherine and Helen met with the Canal and River Trust in December, along with John Kenny 

and Sarah Morgan from the SE Manchester CRP. If you were able to get to Northern’s 

conference in November you may have seen the C&RT canal side station to station walks 

leaflets they’ve already produced for parts of Yorkshire and Lancashire. We’ll be collaborating 

to develop a similar walk route leaflet from Manchester Piccadilly all the way to Whaley 

Bridge! The route will link with the Hope Valley line station to station walks project at New 

Mills as well as joining the Peak Forest canal along the Buxton line. The leaflet will be 

designed in line with C&RT’s other well designed existing leaflets which are bright, attractive, 

clear and easy to use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking along the Peak Forest canal and the 
Canal and River Trust Shipley leaflet 
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Travelling Light 

Marianne Quick from Travelling Light 

attended our latest partnership 

meeting and spoke to everyone about 

the Travelling Light project, based in 

the Hope Valley. It’s all about reducing 

carbon emissions in the valley and 

finding more sustainable ways to 

travel. We’ll be working with Marianne 

in 2023 to explore joint funding 

applications. We look forward to 

working together on projects about 

integrated travel options and engaging 

young people to help build confidence 

in using public transport.  

East Midlands Rail Community Rail Conference 2022 

Catherine and Helen attended the EMR conference in November, at the fantastic Museum of 

Making in Derby. If you haven’t yet been, do go, it’s a fascinating place.  

The conference offered a great introduction to EMRs leadership team who all spoke about 

their roles and how they link to community rail, the achievements in community rail in the 

last year and the key areas of focus for the future. Catherine and Helen attended different 

workshops to get a flavour of what’s going on across EMR’s area. This included some great 

presentations by station adopter groups on successful funding opportunities, working with 

businesses and creating interpretation panels in their local communities. A representative 

from Derbyshire Wildlife Trust gave a really interesting talk on improving wildlife habitat in 

and around stations.  

 

Leader's presentations and Derbyshire Wildlife Trust workshop at EMR's Community Rail Conference 

 

Weekender 195 6 car through the Hope Valley. Luke Putland, Northern 
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Northern’s Community Rail Conference also took place in November and it was great to see 

many of our friends of station groups represented there. We were offered a fabulous warm 

up to the day with a few dance moves for the whole conference to join in with, which set up 

a really positive atmosphere! We heard an update from Carolyn Watson followed by a talk by 

the Yorkshire Asian Business Association on working in partnership with faith groups. This 

was followed by a talk about engaging young people, given by two young people from 6VT. 

We attended workshops about Northern’s technological developments for improving 

accessibility for rail passengers and inspiring projects supporting refugees in Yorkshire.  

We made contact with the new CRP Officer for Calder Valley, Karen Hornby, who ran a 

workshop about anti-social behaviour and we plan to meet Karen in early February.  

 

 

Carolyn Watson welcomes the delegates                              The insightful 'Working with Refugees' workshop 
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Dance Syndrome gets the conference up on its feet for a warm- up. 

 

 

 

Partnership and Management Committee meetings 

We held our second Partnership meeting of the year in early December, at the W.I. Hall in 

Chinley. The meeting was extremely well attended, with representatives from most friends of 

station groups. Some members of the management committee were unable to attend 

however so we held an online management meeting the following week.  

We started the main meeting with a minute’s silence, in memory of Paul Abell, Mike Rose 

and Peter Townsend, three key members of the community rail partnership, who sadly 

passed away in 2022.  

 

Left to right: Paul Abell, Mike Rose, Peter Townsend 

We heard updates from Northern, Cross Country and East Midlands Rail on the latest news 

of industrial action and the impact on services as well as positive news about future plans for 
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services and community rail. Updates from each of the Friends’ groups were shared along 

with a round up of news from Women in Community Rail by Penny Greenwood.  

There was an enthusiastic response to news of Megan Carroll starting as our Marketing Co-

ordinator and plenty of interest in the talk given by Marianne Quick from Travelling Light. 

There is lots of potential for us to promote integrated travel, for example with news of a 

Hulleys circular bus route connecting Glossop to Sheffield via Hayfield, Chapel and Castleton 

as well as over the Snake Pass. Further actions to take forward are a refresh of the TransPeak 

Walks leaflets and a look at how we can include station facilities on our line guides.  

At the Management Committee meeting, funding was approved for: 

• Buxton Roman Art project 

• Bamford station seat 

• Transpeak walks volunteer expenses and booking system costs 

 

 

 

 

Penny Pot walks leaflet 

Visitors to Edale can now pick up a free walk routes 

leaflet right next to Edale station, thanks to Chris Reid 

at the Penny Pot café. Chris noticed the high demand 

for walk routes in the valley when he trialled an offer 

of routes on separate leaflets in 2021. He decided to 

amalgamate them into one multi-page leaflet, saving 

printing costs. He approached us for support to co-

fund the print so that he could continue to offer a free 

leaflet, perfect for visitors arriving at Edale station. 

Chris has been a long-term supporter of the station 

and the Friends of Edale group. He hosts a Real Time 

Information board in the café and provides a 

welcoming space for many of the groups we support.  
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Coming up for the CRP: 

 

• Reprint line guides 

• Contract website review and editing services 

• Write the Station to Station walks project plan for 2023 

• Refresh Transpeak Walks leaflets 

• Create the 2023/4 CRP Activity Plan 

• CRP Management Meeting 15th March 

• CRN Conference 27th and 28th March 

• Friends Day Out 29th March 

• CRP Accreditation  

• Grindleford Fence 

• Bulk Order Coronation bunting for station groups 
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