
Romiley 
Hyde Central

Station to station walks exploring 
the Peak District and canals  

from Sheffield to Manchester 



Thread your way along the Steel Cotton  
Rail Trail across the Peak District, from city 
to city and station to station. 
Walk over the hills and down into the 
majestic sweep of the Hope Valley, alongside 
Manchester’s canals, through woodland and 
meadows. Discover fascinating heritage 
highlights along the way on this route 
through the industrial past.
Plus, you always have the option to stop at 
the next station and catch a train back home. 
Do as little or as much as you like. 

Romiley to Hyde Central

About the walk 
This route follows the towpath 
alongside the canal. Some areas of 
the towpath are muddy and there is 
a gentle gradient in some parts of the 
route. It is not suitable for pushchair 
or wheelchair users due to steps 
along the route to access and leave 
the canal. The route follows a shared 
path for walkers and cyclists.
Ordnance Survey (OS) Explorer  
Map 277 Manchester and Salford map 
covers the whole route. 

This walk takes you along the Peak Forest Canal from Romiley train 
station to Hyde Central train station. The Peak Forest Canal was initially 
constructed for the transportation of limestone from Derbyshire to 
Manchester. Despite its industrial heritage, this stretch of the canal has 
become a peaceful destination for cyclists and walkers. 

Look out for the Steel Cotton Rail Trail  
waymarkers along the route to guide you.

In the first half of the 20th Century, Sheffield’s steel 
workers and Manchester’s cotton mill workers 
escaped their polluted cities to reach the clean air of 
the Peak District. They travelled by train on the Hope 
Valley line. Today the Peak District National Park 
exists for all of us to benefit from and the Hope Valley 
line still runs between the Steel and Cotton cities.

All practical steps have been taken to ensure the accuracy of these 
routes, but all walks are taken at your own responsibility and we 
advise that you take a map with you in addition to this booklet.
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Bridge 9 Peak Forest Canal

Practicalities
There are multiple places for food and  
drink in both Romiley and Hyde. 
In Romiley there is a community toilet 
available at the Romiley Arms which is 
located opposite the train station. The toilet 
is available as part of the community toilet 
scheme and is open during pub opening 
hours. In Hyde there is a public toilet located 
in Hyde Town Hall and there is a toilet in 
Asda for customers which is located less 
than a 5-minute walk away from the station.
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1   
Leaving Romiley station 
(main entrance), turn left 
on Stockport Road and 
cross over the road using 
the crossing opposite the 
Romiley Arms. 
Once you have crossed 
the road, turn right, and 
walk along Stockport 
Road. Once past the car 
park, turn left and head 
down Church Lane. 

2   
Keep straight on Church 
Lane until you meet the 
junction between Beech 
Lane, Urwick Road and 
Chadkirk Road. 
Continue straight at 
the junction, and follow 
Chadkirk Road down the 
hill, turning right where 
you see a sign on your 
left for Gregory Avenue. 
Follow the sign for 
Chadkirk Road and walk 
through the tunnel.
Once passed the row  
of terraced houses there 
should be a set of steps 
on your left-hand side 
which leads up to the 
canal. Walk up these 
steps. 

3   
At the top of the steps, 
turn left and walk along 
the canal path. 
Continue following the 
canal path for about 
2km (1.3 miles), passing 
underneath the bridges. 

i  Haughton Dale  
       Nature Reserve

4   
You will then approach 
a tunnel that has a 
sign saying ‘Cyclists 
Dismount’. This is the 
Woodley Tunnel (160m 
long). Walk carefully 
through this tunnel.  
There is a rail between 
the towpath and the canal 
but the tunnel is unlit,  
so using a torch or phone 
torch is recommended.
Then continue following 
the canal path to bridge 7. 
Walk across the bridge 
and then walk down the 
set of stairs that leads to 
the canal. Continue along 
the path that runs on this 
side of the canal. 

5   
The path will then lead to 
a black metal bridge. This 
is bridge 6 (Manchester 
Road Bridge). Follow 
this path up the slope 
and walk up to the steps 
on the right leading onto 
Manchester Road.

6   
At the top of the steps 
turn right on Manchester 
Road walking past Aldi. 
Turn right into Great 
Norbury Street and you 
will soon reach Hyde 
Central Station.

i  Hyde Central Station  
      Images

!   
Woodley Station Access
Once you have passed 
through Woodley Tunnel 
continue along the canal 
path until you reach 
bridge 12. 
Walk underneath this 
bridge and there is a set 
of steps on your left. 
Go up these steps then 
walk across the bridge 
and turn left onto  
Manor View. 
Once you reach the 
three garages turn right 
onto Manor Road (no 
street sign but look out 
for cobbled surface) and 
follow it up the hill to the 
main road. 
Turn left onto Hyde Road 
and cross it to reach 
Woodley Station.

Romiley to Hyde Central

Haughton Dale Nature Reserve
A short walk from the Canal you can find Haughton Dale Nature Reserve.  
The reserve features ancient woodlands and meadows that survived industrial 
development in the area and newer woodlands that have colonised and been 
planted on the footprint of textile mills, coal mining and early glassmaking. 
The reserve hosts bluebells and the yellow-green of golden saxifrage.  
The woodland is made up of oak, ash and alder and provides an important 
habitat for woodpeckers, owls, buzzards, bullfinches and nuthatches.  

Peak Forest Canal

Home to Hyde United
hydeunited.co.uk

Hyde Central Station Images
The Manchester Bound Platform 1 has a 
unique montage of large coloured images that 
depict the development of the Railway Industry 
from 1825 onwards. The images represent 
Hyde’s contribution to the Rail 200 anniversary 
in 2025 and bear the names of some of the 
community organisations of Hyde. 
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Find us at www.semcorp.org.uk

Northern Trains serve all stations along the Steel Cotton Rail Trail.  
For information on stations, tickets, station accessibility and timetables  
visit www.northernrailway.co.uk

For Northern’s Passenger Assistance call 0800 1385560

For UK wide rail enquiries call 03457 48 49 50  
or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk

When you are walking in the countryside, please follow the Countryside Code: 
Respect everyone, Protect the environment, Enjoy the outdoors. 

This leaflet has been produced by  
South East Manchester Community Rail Partnership.

The Steel Cotton Rail Trail is a joint project between High Peak and 
Hope Valley & South East Manchester Community Rail Partnerships.
The Partnership includes local authorities, train operating companies, 
the Peak District National Park Authority, Canal and River Trust, 
Community Rail Network and Station Friends groups. 
Our Partnerships are accredited by the Department for Transport.


