
Dore & Totley
Grindleford

Station to station walks exploring 
the Peak District and canals  

from Sheffield to Manchester 
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Thread your way along the Steel Cotton  
Rail Trail across the Peak District, from city 
to city and station to station. 
Walk over the hills and down into the 
majestic sweep of the Hope Valley, alongside 
Manchester’s canals, through woodland and 
meadows. Discover fascinating heritage 
highlights along the way on this route 
through the industrial past.
Plus, you always have the option to stop at 
the next station and catch a train back home. 
Do as little or as much as you like. 

Look out for the Steel Cotton Rail Trail  
waymarkers along the route to guide you.

In the first half of the 20th Century, Sheffield’s steel 
workers and Manchester’s cotton mill workers 
escaped their polluted cities to reach the clean air of 
the Peak District. They travelled by train on the Hope 
Valley line. Today the Peak District National Park 
exists for all of us to benefit from and the Hope Valley 
line still runs between the Steel and Cotton cities.

All practical steps have been taken to ensure the accuracy of these 
routes, but all walks are taken at your own responsibility and we 
advise that you take a map with you in addition to this booklet.

Dore & Totley to Grindleford

STRENUOUS

Grindleford villageTotley moor

6.3
10.1

1243 
379

DIFFICULTY

HIGHEST POINT ST

YLES & GATES

O N  R O U T E

IN  F E E T  /  M E T R E S

L E V E L

DISTANCE

IN
 M

I L E S  /  K I L O M E T R
E

S

DIFFICULTY

HIGHEST POINT ST

YLES & GATES

O N  R O U T E

IN  F E E T  /  M E T R E S

L E V E L

DISTANCE

IN
 M

I L E S  /  K I L O M E T R
E

S

This section of the Steel Cotton Rail Trail offers you panoramic 
moorland views, woodland banks and streamside strolls as you 
make your way out of Sheffield’s leafy suburbs then up and over 
the hills and the railway into the Peak District National Park. 

About the walk 
This walk includes steep up and 
downhill routes to get over the moors 
and down to Grindleford station. 
There are stiles, steps, narrow gates 
and sometimes muddy paths.  
The route crosses a busy road in  
Totley and up on the moors.  
This route is not fully accessible. 

Practicalities
While there are no facilities at Dore & 
Totley station, there is a café/restaurant 
adjoining the station car park. 
There is a café at Grindleford station 
and Longshaw’s café and toilets are 
just 200m off the walking route.

It is covered on Ordnance Survey (OS) Explorers maps 278 Sheffield & Barnsley  
and OL24 The Peak District White Peak Area.
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1   
From the front of Dore & Totley 
station building turn sharp 
left to follow a path keeping 
the cycle stands on the 
right. Through the gate cross 
Twentywell Lane and turn left 
over the railway bridge then 
immediately after turn right 
onto a track. 
Follow the track slightly uphill 
into Poynton Wood. Ignore 
the steps to the left and keep 
straight on up the main path 
with the metal fence down to 
your right. 

 

At two forks stay right and  
after about 500m cross a paved 
path and continue downhill to  
a footbridge over Totley Brook.
Continue onto Mill Lane and then 
to Baslow Road, crossing the dual 
carriageway at the pedestrian 
crossing to reach Grove Road.

2   
After about 200m on Grove  
Road turn right over a railway 
footbridge then turn left. 
Continue along the road for 300m 
and as the road bends to the right 
take the footpath on the left. Cross 
a footbridge over Old Hay Brook 
and walk alongside the stream. 

i  Old Hay Brook
At the wooden bridge, turn left 
to find a small stone arched 
bridge. Cross over and continue 
to the stone steps onto a road. 
Turn left to the Crown Inn then 
turn right onto Penny Lane.  

3   
Continue to the Cricket Inn  
then turn left through a gate  
and go diagonally across the 
cricket field to a corner gap  
in the hedge. 
Turn left and soon after,  
turn right onto Moss Road.

4   
In about 200m the road bends 
to the right. Turn left here 
over a stile onto a footpath up 
the steep hill, passing Totley 
Tunnel air shafts on your right. 

i  Totley Tunnel
Continue straight on up the  
hill to a wall, over two more 
stiles and then straight on up 
until you reach a narrow road.

5   
Turn left along the road to 
reach a double set of wide 
gates. Go through the gate 
onto the bridleway leading  
up to Totley Moor. 
Stay on this bridleway, up and 
over the moor. Another stone 
air shaft for Totley Tunnel will 
be on the right.  
After about 2km, the bridleway 
emerges onto a fork in the 
road between the A623 and 
A6187. Cross over to a gate 
on the other side. You are now  
entering the National Trust’s   
      Longshaw Estate.

7   
Go straight over the track 
(signposted to Yarncliffe) and 
walk downhill. 
At the bottom turn left onto a 
grassy footpath and take the 
right fork along the line of trees 
which leads to a gate in the  
fence ahead. 
Go through the gate into 
Yarncliffe Wood and continue 
along the wooded bank until 
you reach a right fork, after the 
path that doubles back. 
Take this downhill path through 
the wood to reach a road.  

 

 8   
Cross the road and turn left.
Continue to a hairpin right turn 
to go down a steep narrow 
tarmac path which emerges 
almost opposite Grindleford 
Station.

i  Longshaw: 
      The People’s Estate

6   
Follow a grassy path ahead for 
about 100m to the top of a flight 
of stone steps. Descend the  
steps to a wide stone track. 
Turn left along the track then  
take the right fork onto a grassy 
path and continue along it to a 
tarmac car park entrance.
Turn right towards the car park 
keeping the wall on your left.  
At the end of the wall turn left onto 
a footpath which leads through 
woodland, bending to the right 
and downhill to a crossroads.  
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Longshaw: The People’s Estate
In 1928 environmental campaigner Ethel Haythornthwaite led a 
fundraising appeal in Sheffield to save the Longshaw Estate from 
being sold for development. The campaign’s success resulted 
in a handover of ‘The People’s Estate’ to the National Trust for 
safekeeping. It is now a haven for nature and a much-loved 
outdoors space for visitors.

Old Hay Brook
Old Hay Brook flows off  
Totley Moor and eventually  
into Sheffield’s River Sheaf. 

From the late 16th century 
water from the brook and its  
old weirs powered up to four 
mills to grind corn, make  
paper, process lead and 
sharpen scythes.

Totley Tunnel
Totley Tunnel’s air shafts were built when work 
started on Totley Tunnel in 1888. The tunnel  
is 5.7km long, running from Grindleford station 
under the moors to emerge at Totley.
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Image: James Dobson, National Trust

Hope Valley from Longshaw



Find us at www.peakdistrictbytrain.org

Northern Trains serve all stations along the Steel Cotton Rail Trail.  
For information on stations, tickets, station accessibility and timetables  
visit www.northernrailway.co.uk

For Northern’s Passenger Assistance call 0800 1385560

For UK wide rail enquiries call 03457 48 49 50  
or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk

When you are walking in the countryside, please follow the Countryside Code: 
Respect everyone, Protect the environment, Enjoy the outdoors. 

This leaflet has been produced by  
High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership.

The Steel Cotton Rail Trail is a joint project between High Peak 
and Hope Valley & South East Manchester Community Rail 
Partnerships. The Partnership includes local authorities, train 
operating companies, the Peak District National Park Authority, 
Community Rail Network and Station Friends groups.  
Our Partnerships are accredited by the Department for Transport.

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org
http://www.northernrailway.co.uk
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk

