
Station to station walks exploring 
the Peak District and canals  

from Sheffield to Manchester 

Hathersage 
Bamford



Thread your way along the Steel Cotton  
Rail Trail across the Peak District, from city 
to city and station to station. 
Walk over the hills and down into the 
majestic sweep of the Hope Valley, alongside 
Manchester’s canals, through woodland and 
meadows. Discover fascinating heritage 
highlights along the way on this route 
through the industrial past.
Plus, you always have the option to stop at 
the next station and catch a train back home. 
Do as little or as much as you like. 

Hathersage to Bamford

About the walk 
This walk is level for the most 
part and follows the river 
Derwent on tracks and paths. 
This route has narrow gates  
and can be very muddy in winter. 
It is not fully accessible.
It is covered on Ordnance Survey  
(OS) Explorer, Dark Peak OL1.

Practicalities
There are no facilities at Hathersage station  
but there are several cafés/tea rooms and pubs 
in the village, about 700m from the station. 
In Bamford there is a café/tea room in the 
Hope Valley Garden centre, about 500m from 
Bamford station while in Bamford village,  
about 1km uphill from Bamford station there  
is The Anglers Rest, a community run pub,  
café, post office and public toilets.

Hathersage station is close to this historical village famous for  
Little John’s grave and where Charlotte Bronte visited and was inspired 
to write ‘Jane Eyre’.
This section of the Steel Cotton Rail Trail offers you a gentle riverside 
walk through low-lying meadows taking in the views of the Hope Valley.

Look out for the Steel Cotton Rail Trail  
waymarkers along the route to guide you.

In the first half of the 20th Century, Sheffield’s steel 
workers and Manchester’s cotton mill workers 
escaped their polluted cities to reach the clean air of 
the Peak District. They travelled by train on the Hope 
Valley line. Today the Peak District National Park 
exists for all of us to benefit from and the Hope Valley 
line still runs between the Steel and Cotton cities.

All practical steps have been taken to ensure the accuracy of these 
routes, but all walks are taken at your own responsibility and we 
advise that you take a map with you in addition to this booklet.

3.5
5.6

DIFFICULTY

HIGHEST POINT ST

YLES & GATES

O N  R O U T E

IN  F E E T  /  M E T R E S

L E V E L

DISTANCE

IN
 M

I L E S  /  K I L O M E T R
E

SEASY
DIFFICULTY

HIGHEST POINT ST

YLES & GATES

O N  R O U T E

IN  F E E T  /  M E T R E S

L E V E L

DISTANCE

IN
 M

I L E S  /  K I L O M E T R
E

S

Hathersage Church Bamford Village

DIFFICULTY

HIGHEST POINT ST

YLES & GATES

O N  R O U T E

IN  F E E T  /  M E T R E S

L E V E L

DISTANCE

IN
 M

I L E S  /  K I L O M E T R
E

S

150 
46



River Derwent

River
Noe

Shatton

Goose Nest
Wood

Castleton Road

B6001

Bamford

Station   Road

Hathersage

The Bird Café

Hope Valley
Garden Centre

The Plough Inn

Hathersage 
Pool Café

David Mellor
Design 
Museum 
Café

Leadmill
Bridge

Stepping Stones

Views to 
Bamford 

Edge

>

Grave of
Little John

Hathersage
station

Bamford
station

Bamford Mill

1   
Bear left out of  
Hathersage station along 
the road and cross the 
road at the end and turn 
left along the pavement. 

2   
Walk down under the 
railway bridge and 
continue to Leadmill 
bridge over the  
River Derwent passing 
David Mellor on the left.

i  Leadmill Bridge

Immediately after the 
bridge, turn right through 
a gap in a stone wall and 
through a wooden gate.

3   
You are now walking on 
part of the Derwent Valley 
Heritage Way, alongside 
the River Derwent. 

4   
Cross a bridge over  
the stream and continue 
to walk alongside the  
river for about 3km (nearly 
2 miles) before emerging 
onto Shatton Road.

i  Stepping Stones

i  Bamford Edge

!   
To continue further up 
the Hope Valley to Hope 
and Edale, turn left and 
follow the route described  
in the Bamford to Hope 
booklet.

5   
If going to Bamford 
Station, turn right at the 
road to Shatton and cross 
the River Noe just before 
coming to the main road.
Cross over and turn right 
along the pavement. 
Passing Hope Valley 
Garden Centre (café) on 
the left, continue across  
a footbridge over the  
River Derwent.  

6   
Once over the bridge turn 
left and walk up the quiet 
road to the bus stop.
Cross over the road to 
reach Bamford station on 
the other side.
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Stepping Stones
The stepping stones across the river Derwent form  
an old crossing route between Offerton and Hathersage. 

River Derwent

Leadmill Bridge
The 17th century listed Leadmill Bridge was built to support 
transport of materials from the local mills. It has since been 
widened to accommodate increased traffic.

Bamford Edge
Bamford Edge is an overhang of gritstone rock above the 
village of Bamford which can be easily seen from the route. 
Loved by walkers for its clear views of the Hope Valley.
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Find us at www.peakdistrictbytrain.org

Northern Trains serve all stations along the Steel Cotton Rail Trail.  
For information on stations, tickets, station accessibility and timetables  
visit www.northernrailway.co.uk

For Northern’s Passenger Assistance call 0800 1385560

For UK wide rail enquiries call 03457 48 49 50  
or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk

When you are walking in the countryside, please follow the Countryside Code: 
Respect everyone, Protect the environment, Enjoy the outdoors. 

This leaflet has been produced by  
High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership.

The Steel Cotton Rail Trail is a joint project between High Peak 
and Hope Valley & South East Manchester Community Rail 
Partnerships. The Partnership includes local authorities, train 
operating companies, the Peak District National Park Authority, 
Community Rail Network and Station Friends groups.  
Our Partnerships are accredited by the Department for Transport.

http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org
http://www.northernrailway.co.uk
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk

