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Station to station walks exploring
the Peak District and canals
from Sheffield to Manchester




Hope to Edale

Thread your way along the Steel Cotton

Rail Trail across the Peak District, from city Hope station is about 1km (Y2 mile) from Hope village, in the centre of the
to city and station to station. Hope Valley. This charming station boasts a decorative iron bridge dated 1894
. . and serves residents of Castleton and Bradwell as well as Hope itself.

Wa!k °Yer the hills and down into the ] This section of the Steel Cotton Rail Trail offers you a variety of low and
majestic sweep of the Hope Valley, alongside higher- level walking as you leave the Hope Valley and head into the heart of
Manchester’s canals, through woodland and the Edale Valley. You’ll walk in the wake of packhorses and jaggers who used
meadows. Discover fascinating heritage these routes for trade before the emergence of the railway. Quiet woodland,
highlights along the way on this route low-lying fields and panoramic hillside views all feature on this section.
through the industrial past. About the walk Practicalities
Plus, you always have the option to stop at 'rl]'his walk tak%s abtout 3§_ou;s and ) ﬁt Hopﬁlstatig)ir(] yo(:; nefsl:d) ’E(o \]ﬁyaldktiq’lcot

= H as some modaerate gradients, rou ope village m (72 mile) 10 TInd tollets
the next station and catch a train back home. footpaths, tracks, ga?es and s’[iles.g as \I/Dvell asgseveral shops, cafés and pubs.
Do as little or as much as you like. It is not fully accessible. There are some The Cheshire Cheese pub is on the route

short stretches of road walking with o jn OId Hope. At Edale there are toilets in
pavement on minor roads. Parts of the  the village car park, a café and pub next
All practical steps have been taken to ensure the accuracy of these route can be very muddy in winter. to the station as well as a pub, café and

routes, but all walks are taken at your own responsibility and we It is covered on Ordnance Survey (OS) shop in the viIIage centre.
advise that you take a map with you in addition to this booklet. Explorer, Dark Peak OL1

& In the first half of the 20th Century, Sheffield’s steel
> ¢ ) :
o & workers and Manchester’s cotton mill workers
§,§\° & N escaped their polluted cities to reach the clean air of
< Q&“ the Peak District. They travelled by train on the Hope
@& Valley line. Today the Peak District National Park

exists for all of us to benefit from and the Hope Valley
line still runs between the Steel and Cotton cities.
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Look out for the Steel Cotton Rail Trail
waymarkers along the route to guide you.
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Grindsbrook Booth

Edale Valley is home to a number
of settlements along the river Noe,
known as booths, once cattle

farms. The central ‘booth’ was
Grindsbrook Booth, now known

as Edale village. The arrival of the
railway in 1894 enabled farmers
and manufacturers to trade further
afield, including transporting goods
from the riverside cotton mill.
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Breedon Cement Works

Breedon Cement Works is the largest
cement plant in the UK, transporting over
60% of its products by rail. It has been
here since 1929 due to the unique geology
where the limestone of the White Peak
meets the shale of the Dark Peak.

Hope to Edale

Start from the Sheffield
bound platform. Go up a few
steps, turn left, then down
steps to join the footpath
parallel to the railway.

After a few metres turn sharp
left via a metal swing gate.
Walk straight up the field,
keeping the hedgerow and
stream to the right, cross
another stile and continue
straight up until you reach
Aston Road.

Turn left along the road,
continuing round to the

left past the entrances to
Birchfield and Crabtree
Meadow House. Turn right to
Fairfield Farm. Take the left-
bearing track just before the
farm buildings on the right.

Descend through an

avenue of trees under the
railway then pass a Wildlife
Conservation Area and Hope
Cemetery. Turn left at the
road then go over the River
Noe and immediately after the
bridge take a narrow path to
the right and turn right onto
Edale Road.

6 Breedon Cement Works

Continue past the Cheshire
Cheese pub for almost 1km
along Edale Road. Bear left
onto Lose Hill Lane. Walk
straight up to a fork in the
road. Take the right fork,
passing Lose Hill Hotel and
Spa. Continue towards Oaker
Farm Holiday Cottages until
you reach two small wooden
gates. Go through the gates
and continue along a narrow
footpath through trees.

Castleton

Pass through two large
metal gates onto a footpath
with a drystone wall on your
right. You are now in the
Edale Valley.

Follow the path across fields
along a line of trees and
down to the stony track,
over the stile and down the
stone steps. Turn right to

go under the railway to the
road. Turn right, cross the
road and almost immediately
take the footpath on the left
to descend steeply through
trees. Turn left onto the
narrow road over the river
Noe. Continue along the road,
passing the National Trust
Dark Peak Area office and
the Edale End Welcome Barn
on the right.

Lose Hill

Backside
Wood

At the end of the buildings
turn right through a metal
gate and go left up the
grassy track towards Jaggers
Clough. Continue as the
track bends left through the
wooden gate. Take the left
fork at the stone marker to
Jaggers Clough.

0 Jaggers Clough

Continue upstream over
boarded sections to a
footbridge. Cross the bridge
into Backside Wood and turn
right, up and along a narrow
path above the stream on
your right. As the path slopes
down go over the ‘Style’ in
the wall, continuing along the
old packhorse track left of
the stream. Follow the hairpin
left turn up a steep hill to go
through a gate at the top.

Breedon
Cement Works

Continue along the path

to a fingerpost and take the
right fork uphill towards
Edale Youth Hostel.

Continue on the path to
reach the Youth Hostel and
walk down the main driveway
to the bottom.

Just before you reach the
road, turn right through

a small wooden gate into a
field. and continue along
this path through several
more gates to Nether
Ollerbrook Farm.

© Grindsbrook Booth
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Jaggers Clough

Jaggers Clough is an old
packhorse route leading
up from the river. A jagger

was a leader of packhorses,
probably transporting lead
from the Castleton mines
during the 16th century.
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Continue on past the
buildings, straight on through
the crossroads and past the
post box to your left.

In the farmyard bear left to

a waymarked wooden gate.

Continue on this track
through two more gates,
descend through trees and
cross Grinds Brook.

Carry straight along the
tarmac track to a road and
turn left for Edale station.

(Turn right if wanting
to continue to Chinley)




Find us at www.peakdistrictbytrain.org

This leaflet has been produced by
High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership.

The Steel Cotton Rail Trail is a joint project between High Peak .
and Hope Valley & South East Manchester Community Rail ngh Peak and
Partnerships. The Partnership includes local authorities, train H Ope Val I ey

operating companies, the Peak District National Park Authority,
Community Rail Network and Station Friends groups. COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP
Our Partnerships are accredited by the Department for Transport.

Northern Trains serve all stations along the Steel Cotton Rail Trail.
For information on stations, tickets, station accessibility and timetables
visit www.northernrailway.co.uk

For Northern’s Passenger Assistance call 0800 1385560

For UK wide rail enquiries call 03457 48 49 50
or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk

When you are walking in the countryside, please follow the Countryside Code:
Respect everyone, Protect the environment, Enjoy the outdoors.



http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org
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