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Station to station walks exploring
the Peak District and canals
from Sheffield to Manchester




Thread your way along the Steel Cotton
Rail Trail across the Peak District, from city
to city and station to station.

Walk over the hills and down into the
majestic sweep of the Hope Valley, alongside
Manchester’s canals, through woodland and
meadows. Discover fascinating heritage
highlights along the way on this route
through the industrial past.

Plus, you always have the option to stop at

the next station and catch a train back home.

Do as little or as much as you like.

All practical steps have been taken to ensure the accuracy of these
routes, but all walks are taken at your own responsibility and we
advise that you take a map with you in addition to this booklet.

,@;s In the first half of the 20th Century, Sheffield’s steel
.&" i\‘& workers and Manchester’s cotton mill workers
,zs\c’ S N escaped their polluted cities to reach the clean air of
\a il & the Peak District. They travelled by train on the Hope

& Valley line. Today the Peak District National Park
exists for all of us to benefit from and the Hope Valley
line still runs between the Steel and Cotton cities.

Look out for the Steel Cotton Rail Trail
waymarkers along the route to guide you.

Edale to Chinley

Edale station is about 1/2km (0.3 mile) from Edale village, where the
Pennine Way starts. This rural station was once a hive of activity where
farmers used to bring their milk churns to load onto trains.

This section of the Steel Cotton Rail Trail follows the Pennine Way for some
of the route. This was the first long distance national trail, opened in 1965.
You’ll walk in the historic footsteps of packhorses and jaggers who used
these routes for trade. As you climb Jacob’s Ladder, a set of stone steps
carved into the hillside, you will reach the Kinder Plateau.

About the walk Practicalities

This walk takes about 42 hours, has At Edale station there is a café/tea
some very steep gradients and goes room nearby. There are a few pubs/
over high ground with the highest point restaurants and cafés going to towards
on the entire walk between Sheffield the village of Edale.

and Manchester being reached at. In Chinley there are tea rooms/café
533m. It should not be_ gttempted in and a few nearby pubs.

adverse weather conditions.

It can be accomplished using an Ordnance Survey (OS) Explorer, Dark Peak OL1.
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Mount Famine

This hill’s name originates from the period of the
Enclosure Acts (from the late 18th century) when
tenant farmers struggled to make a living from poor

farming land. There is also a round Bronze Age

burial mound on the west side of the hill.

Cracken Edge

v

Chinley
station

‘®Alders Farm

@@mﬁgmﬂ HHIHHIHIIIIIIIJ

(O Chinley

Edale to Chinley

On leaving Edale station
turn left onto the road and
pass The Ramblers Inn on
the left and about 300m
further on is The Moorland
Centre on the right.

Keep on the road until
arriving in Edale village.

Go past Newfold Farm and
turn left onto a footpath
which is marked as the start
of the 435km (270 miles)
Pennine Way through to the
border with Scotland.

@ The 01d Nags Head

The path starts through an
avenue of trees with a small
stream on the right before
coming out onto open
pasture land.

Image: Annapurna Mellor, National Trust
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The route (Pennine Way)
is well waymarked and
very clearly defined going
over paving slabs for part
of the way.

From Upper Booth, the
track is tarmac for a while
and after about 2km you’ll
arrive at Jacob’s Ladder
which rises steeply towards
Kinder Scout.
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Flagstones

The flagstone walkways
along the moors are from
the former mills in the
surrounding cities.

ﬂ Jacob’s Ladder

Having ascended Jacob’s
Ladder (steep stone steps),
the Pennine Way veers

to the right along a path

of paving stones but for
Chinley keep left along a
narrower stone track.
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Upper Booth

Jacob’s Ladder

Jacob’s Ladder was named after Jacob Marshall, who in the 18th
century lived at Edale Head House. He was a pedlar who took
wool to Stockport and traded it for other goods. The climb up to
Edale Cross was long and steep so he cut steps in the hillside
and took a shortened route. His packhorse ponies followed the
longer and winding lane. The packhorse bridge has low parapets
so they did not interfere with the ponies’ panniers.

Within about 50m there is a
signpost pointing right for
the Pennine Way, go through
a gate and turn left along a
stone flagged path across
the moors heading to

South Head. Keep on this
path (it can get very boggy)
until you reach a sign.

6 Mount Famine

Continue straight on to join
the Pennine Bridleway until
you reach a gate. Go through
and immediately turn left and
go over a stone stile.

Carry on down the footpath
past Andrews Farm until you
meet the Hayfield Road.

Take care crossing the road
as it has fast moving traffic.
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The Old Nags Head, Edale

The Old Nags Head pub in Edale dates back

to the 16th century. It was a stopping place on

a packhorse route to feed, water and shoe the
horses. It was also where the first ever UK National
Park Ranger Service was launched in 1954.
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Once over the road, go
over the stile into a field.
Walk down the path through
Alders Farm.

Follow the track over the
cattlegrid and continue down
this long track.

You will walk under the

railway line and then meet
the road into Chinley.

Turn right along the
pavement. Follow the road
which bends to the left.

You will see the turning to
Station Road on the right.

Go down Station Road
and you will arrive at
Chinley station.

(Continue straight on
through the village if
walking on to New Mills)




Find us at www.peakdistrictbytrain.org

This leaflet has been produced by
High Peak and Hope Valley Community Rail Partnership.

The Steel Cotton Rail Trail is a joint project between High Peak .
and Hope Valley & South East Manchester Community Rail ngh Peak and
Partnerships. The Partnership includes local authorities, train H Ope Val I ey

operating companies, the Peak District National Park Authority,
Community Rail Network and Station Friends groups. COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP
Our Partnerships are accredited by the Department for Transport.

Northern Trains serve all stations along the Steel Cotton Rail Trail.
For information on stations, tickets, station accessibility and timetables
visit www.northernrailway.co.uk

For Northern’s Passenger Assistance call 0800 1385560

For UK wide rail enquiries call 03457 48 49 50
or visit www.nationalrail.co.uk

When you are walking in the countryside, please follow the Countryside Code:
Respect everyone, Protect the environment, Enjoy the outdoors.



http://www.peakdistrictbytrain.org
http://www.northernrailway.co.uk
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk

