
Buxton remained out of reach of the rail entrepreneurs until the mid-1840s, mostly through its geography.  Two gloriously named companies, the
Manchester, Sheffield & Lincolnshire Railway and the Manchester, Buxton, Matlock & Midlands Junction Railway came up with adventurous plans
to run train lines to town through the Goyt Valley.  But they ran out of money and the ideas were scrapped.

The London & North Western (L&NW) Station served the line extended from Whaley Bridge
by the Stockport, Disley & Whaley Bridge Railway (part of the L&NW empire).
The Midland Station served the line continued from Rowsley by Midland Railway (becoming
the London, Midland & Scottish or LMS Railway in 1922).
Later, an additional line from Ashbourne also reached Buxton.

Both stations formally opened on 1 June 1863, with Paxton famously attending grand lunches
at both ceremonies.  The Advertiser of Saturday June 6, 1863 commented:  “Buxton enters
upon a new era in its history.  From being a remote spot, it is now but five hours from London
and will soon be only one from Manchester!”
Such comments spawned a tourist industry based on taking the spa waters, an idea promoted
by the Duke of Devonshire.  Many of Buxton’s grand hotels are only present today because
the railways came to town, bringing guests from both north and south.

Both stations were covered by impressive, but troublesome wrought iron and
glass roofs, seen being removed in several of these photographs.
Buxton’s Midland Station “fell to the Beeching Axe” and shut on 6 March 1967.
After years of decay, it was sadly demolished in November 1970; only a small
part of the lower wall remains.
In 1980, Peak Rail opened a Heritage Steam Centre and relaid track heading to
Bakewell, but their plans were blocked by British Rail. There have been several
other plans to re-open the line as a Heritage Railway without success to date.
The remaining L&NW station now handles all of Buxton’s passenger traffic into
Manchester Piccadilly.  Much reduced in size and having lost the glazed roof,
the Paxton fanlight window (restored in 2009) remains and has been
acknowledged as a Grade II Listed Heritage Structure by Historic England.

When the trains came to Buxton

Local model-maker, Barry Bryant kindly donated this “O” gauge
scale model of Buxton’s Midland Station. He made the model
with friends Keith Holland and Charlie Schultz, fellow members
of the now-closed Buxton Model Engineering Society. They
spent about four years in the late 1980s building the it,  using
photographs and scale drawings to accurately recreate.  Barry
said: “It took a lot more work than expected.  Each of the 30-odd
trusses supporting the glass canopy were individually made
from bits of wire and old model railway track.  Also, each section
of the beautiful fan window was cast in white metal.  I hope that
FoBS can help show it off to people who visit Buxton Station.”
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Two of the largest rail conglomerates raced each other to Buxton, but both arrived in 1863.  Although rivals, they had a common Director, Sir
Joseph Paxton, who insisted on a common theme for both stations as they were to stand side by side.  They had identical frontages built by
John Smith (under Paxton’s guidance) and incorporated striking radial fanlight windows;  the names of the two operating companies, carved into
the supporting stonework.


